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Ascending to the Celestial: Literati Responses to Longsha
Prophecy from the Mid-Ming to the Late Ming

I-hsi Chang

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, National Chiao Tung University

Longsha prophecy in Jingming Daoism predicts the unrest of this
world in the future; following the unrest eight hundred celestials will
assemble, putting the unrest into order, and then ascending to Heaven. The
later part of this prophecy was attractive to people, especially to literati and
Wang Yangming Learning scholars in Jiangyou and Jiangnan. From the
mid-Ming to the late Ming, there were several tides of enthusiasm for this
prophecy. Some Daoists or eccentrics announced this prophecy was going
to be realized and convinced their followers that they knew who was listed
in the celestial scroll. These followers were therefore attracted and eager to
know if they were listed. Among these followers were some famous literati
and scholars. We can see their irrational or emotional side by observing
their actions when they were caught up in enthusiasm for this prophecy. By
the end of the Ming dynasty, all kinds of expectations of the prophecy’s
coming true were demonstrated impossible. Some people were desperate,
and some turned to other Kkinds of explanation for this prophecy.
Enthusiasm for the prophecy was finally cooling down.

Keywords: Jingming Daoism, prophecy, Wang Yangming Learning,
Tu Long



