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Crisis and Self-Determination: The Religious
Experience of Liu Xixuan in Late Ming China

Shu-yi Ho

Department of History, National Taipei University

This article focuses on the self-struggles of Liu Xixuan, a member of
the gentry, during the turbulent late Ming period. When the provincial
capital of Guizhou was surrounded by the Miao, Liu Xixuan wrote down
some of his strange dreams. Liu did this for his own religious cultivation.
These stories were recompiled after Liu left Guizhou, and it was said that
everything therein would come true if one chanted the “Amitabha
Buddha.” The books told people that if they followed these practices like
Liu, they could achieve happiness as he did. Moreover, the case study of
Liu Xixuan shows that the doctrines of Pure Land Buddhism contained
virtues that officials valued in late Ming China, especially the idea of
loyalty and the cultivated way that defined their lifestyles. There was no
conflict in officials having two identities, both as an official and a follower
of Buddhism. This feature of the late Ming was an important reason why
Pure Land Buddhism was popular among officials..

Keywords: Liu Xi-xuan, dreams, divination, Pure Land Buddhism
loyalty



