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% Holmes Welch, Buddhism under Mao (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1972), 257-
266; Holmes Welch, “Facades of Religion in China,” Asian Survey 10, no.7 (1970): 614-
626.
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87 Timothy Brooks, “The Politics of Religion: Late-Imperial Origins of the Regulatory State,”
in Making Religion, Making the State: The Politics of Religion in Modern China,
eds.Yoshiko Ashiwa and David L. Wank (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2009), 22-
23; Vincent Goossaert and David A. Palmer, The Religious Question in Modern China
(Chicago & London: The University of Chicago Press, 2011), 139.
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42 3.Prip Moeller, Chinese Buddhist Monasteries: Their Plan and Its Function as a Setting
for Buddhist Monastic Life (Hong Kong: Hong Kong University Press, 1991), 207.
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Liu, Qiong
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In October 1949, the Communist Party established a new regime in
mainland China. In order to maintain the stability of the regime, the
government developed a number of political, economic, and cultural
campaigns, which directly changed the living environment of Buddhists.
Changes in land ownership made it impossible for monasteries to rely on
income from field rents, and the Five-anti Campaign and the subsequent
reform of the ownership system plunged the fledgling Sangha’s
production efforts into a quagmire, resulting in major changes in the
economic conditions of the monasteries in Jiangsu and Zhejiang regions.
While land rents, donations from lay Buddhists, incense and production
income were under attack, the economic importance of the Buddhist ritual
services for the monastic community became even more obvious.
Although Buddhist organizations were subjected to transformations and
controls through various social movements in the seven or eight years
after the establishment of the Chinese Communist regime, Buddhist ritual
service continued to exist and became an important form of religious
practice for the Sangha, as well as a source of financial support for their

livelihood. In modern history, the economic significance of the Buddhist
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ritual service to monks, nuns and monasteries, as well as its significance
for their spiritual practice should not be underestimated.
Keywords: Buddhist ritual service, Jiangsu and Zhejiang districts,

monastic economy, Buddhist survival



