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Visual analytics of English publications in mental health

research over the last decade

Yan Kong Fen Zhu*  Xiao-Guo Zhu
Yang Zhao Man Gao

Abstract

Using HistCite and CiteSpace, this paper conducted a visual analytics of 629
journal articles published in science websites between 2006 and 2016 to determine
current status and trend in mental health studies. The results indicated that: (1) The
number of English publications in mental health is increasing, especially in developed
countries such as the United States and Britain; (2) High-quality papers are mostly
found in medical, psychiatric and psychological journals and three core academic
groups headed by Hoge CW, Kessler RC and Smith TC respectively; (3) “Mental
health”, “depression”, “the United States”, ¢ prevalence” and "post-traumatic stress
disorder” are high frequency keywords. Cluster analysis of highly cited articles showed
that these studies are characterized by more diversified research methods and more
innovative perspectives, and that studies of interactive mechanisms in complex
diseases remain a research focus in mental health.
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