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The Research on Chu Gong Ju Bronze Bells

Ma Li-chih

(Shijiazhuang) College of History and Culture, Hebei Normal University, Lecturer

Hebei Key Laboratory of East Asian Human Origin and Civilization Research

Abstract

This article compares the “Chu Gong Ju (3&/X%&)” bronze bells with the bronze

bells of the late Western Zhou period, and reconstructs the original set of Chu Gong
Ju bells. The inscription character “(2L)” means “to lead (¥5%H)”, and the inscription
records the event of Chu Gong Ju leading Fan Jun (Z“%E) (or State Ruler), with Ying
Hou (JE{%) as a guide, to pay a court visit to the Zhou king.The inscription reflects
the political system of the Western Zhou dynasty. The bells is known by two names as
“Chugong Ju Bell” or “Ying Hou Bell”, This article analyzes the context of the
inscription, bell design and other aspects, concluding that naming it “Chugong Ju

Bell” is more reasonable.

Keywords: Chu Gong (duke) Ju (3£/\%%) Bronze Bells ~ Western Zhou danasty
Fan (%) (or Po) ~ Ying (&) Hou ~ Chao (¥H)
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