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Abstract

The phrase “Xiu Xi Gui Ran” ({KEfFR) in the ZhangJiaShan Han bamboo
strips “Dao Zhi” is not found in the modern version. This article argues that the
phrase reflects the linguistic feature of Daoist texts such as “Zhuang Zi”, where terms
like “Xiu” ({K), “Xi” (|2), and “Gui” () are associated with posthumous rest. “Gui
Ran” (§572) should not be read as other characters, nor should it be connected to the
subsequent phrase “Xi Le” (E4%). “Xiu Xi Gui Ran” can be translated as “rest and
return to the”. The term “Gui Ran” (Ef7) reflects a less common usage in pre-Qin
Classical Chinese, where particles like “Ran” (73), “Yan” (%) and “Er” (§) function
as verbal auxiliaries. The modern editors may have thought the phrases “death and
funeral”, “rest and return” as well as “joy” and “opening the mouth to laugh” to be
repetitive, so they revised the text to the more concise and easily understood phrase:

“relieve illness, weakness, death, and worries, with those who laugh when they open
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their mouths.”

Keywords: ZhanglJiaShan Han Bamboo Strips “Dao Zhi”, “Zhuang Zi”, “Xiu Xi Gui
Ran” ({KEEFZR), Exegesis, Function Words
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