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Abstract

The frequently occurring character [E4 / %5 ] in the Shang oracle bone
inscriptions, which conveys a negative connotation, should be interpreted as
representing the word {#f4} huo (“disaster”). The pictographic protoform can
denote two distinct words with different pronunciations: it not only signifies chi
(“tooth”) but also hui (“damage”), as the idea of a “broken tooth” naturally connects
to “damage”. The character [l / £5], read as hui, is borrowed to represent the word
{1} huo (“disaster”) and serves as the phonetic component in the character [%] (hui,

“to destroy”).

Keywords: Shang Oracle Bone Inscriptions, multigraphism, chi (&4) / (&%), hui (£%),
huo (1)
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