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Discourse Analysis on the Sociometry Practice
Meanings in Taiwan

Chen-Wei Wang

Department of Guidance & Counseling, National Changhua University of Education,
Taiwan, R. O. C.

ABSTRACT

This research is based on Social constructivism, Critical Discourse Analysis and
Functional Discourse Analysis. The researcher interviewed 5 PATs and TEPs to
understand the historical development context of sociometry practice in Taiwan, and
explore the meaning discourse of the sociometry practice.

Findings:

1. The sociometry development is closely related to the historical context of psychodrama
development in Taiwan. The research participants had no impressive impression in the
beginning. Later, as they got connected to the experiences of sociometry at the Annual
Conferences of ASGPP in the United States. In order to become a CP, they had to be
proficient in the sociometry theory and techniques. Finally, thsoe TEPs developed their
own sociometry identities.

2. The formation of rules of meaning discourse in sociometry practice: the discourse
subject is the sociometry practicing experience. The discourse object is the sociometry
practice meanings. The discourse power is produced from the experience and operation
of the sociometry practice. The discourse practitioners gave the sociometry more rich
meanings and made the acting sociometric techniques to be more healing, good to help
the group evaluation and intervention.

3. The development of sociometry practice in Taiwan includes the following aspects: (1)
Using Principle. (2) Practice of Counseling. (3) Group interaction. (4) The
sociometry and psychodrama are complementing each other.

Suggestions for the further sociometric researchers were discussed.h.

Keywords: sociometry, practice meaning, discourse analysis, psychodrama



