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STRONG POLITICAL UNDERCURRENTS AND
MIGRATIONS - AN ATTEMPT TO DISCUSS
THE LITERARY CHANGES OF SOONG AND
CHI DYNASTIES (SOUTH DYNASTIES)

Chien Tsui Chin

Department of Language and Literature Education

ABSTRACT

Perennial Literary Changes Revolving Dynasty Migrations - An Argumentation of the
Literature Metamorphosis in the Southern Soong and Chi Dynasties.

Four essays in Liu Shay~ s critics of literature: (Entertaining Summation of Writings) :

[ (Background and Time Period) : An assessment of the decline and prosperity of literatures
based on different backgrounds and timeframes; (Talent) : Praise or Condemnation of the works
based on the talents of the authors; {Appreciation of Intimates) : Lamentation of the Scarcity of
Qualified Readers; (Exposition of Learning Ethics) : Revelation of the Importance of Ethics
Discipline of Writers.]

(Background and Time Period) is an assessment on the decline and rise of literatures, as well
as on the quality of the works, viewed from the perspective of time, by way to enlighten critics that
while one comments, one must be attentive of external elements and factors, as well as be vigilant
to the important influences these external ties have on the writings of different periods.

Literature is a by-product reflective of the respective time periods, a creation that changes with
the gyration of its birth period. Hence the (Background and Time Period) started out with [The
migration of time, intertwines and propels; each period had its own literary mainstream, in which
the style of writings, however understated or exuberant, varied with the disparate eras, depicting
transformations and metamorphosis] as the summation of this essay. This essay used the above two

relationships as its key focus to highlight its main topic. One of the relationships was the
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indisputable influence advancing time and political fluctuation had on the emotions of the writers,
not to mention the prosperity or decline of literature during that period. The other relationship was
the indispensable tie existed between the literary developments of one timeframe with the writings
of previous generations.

Liu Shay believed that one of the evaluating factors on the quality of the writings rested with
the background and timeframe for which the work was produced in addition to the degree of
political influence this particular work was affected. The importance of this factor was no less than
the comprehension of the writing itself. Liu Shay validated the effect monarchs and emperors have
on literary developments. The favorable remarks at the end of (Background and Time Period)
stressed especially:

[The flow of literature rushed on and renewed itself with the migration of the dynasties; the
opulent or refined nature of the wordings, changes with the passing of dynasties, in which the
prosperity or decline of literature may so be determined].

(Background and Time Period) was one volume of writings equivalent to a historical epic
spanning ten generations in its approximation of literary changes in different dynasties,. The most
significant contribution of (Background and Time Period) was its accurate rendition of the
features and attributes of the literary works in each historical timeframe. Regrettably however, Liu
Shay only skimmed through briefly on the literary situations in Soong and Chi Dynasties;
particularly his coverage of South Chi Dynasty, only contained a historical fact of four emperors in
one dynasty, without touching on the quality of the literatures of that period. After ostensible yet
insubstantial compliments, he concluded his essay 1 with a glossy [instead of asking me to sing the
praise of this never-before-seen era, please allow to me to cast my hope on the wisdom of future
emperors!]. Even though Liu Shay did not specify the literary conditions of these two dynasties,
but by reading between lines, it was not difficult for one to decipher his key emphasis, or the literary
features inflected by his disclosures. Nevertheless, Liu Shay' s comments on modern literatures
contained in his {Wen Shen Dao Loong} and other writings, did supply his readers further insights
to the literary styles of the Soong and Chi Dynasties, with which this thesis is based upon to profile
the influence political might of Soong and Chi Dynasties had on literature, in addition to the
changes of “understated refinement of idioms” or “opulent wordings” of these two eras, as
well as addressing the questions of cultural inheritance and reforms.

Although Liu Shay did not describe directly the literary strength and weakness of South

Dynasty in his (Background and Time Period) , but from his descriptive remarks such as

263



“intrinsic writings of rapture and perception” , “upstanding literary giants” , and “majestic
style; elegant presentation” , one may discern his profound understanding and in-depth awareness
of the beatific literatures in the South Dynasty 2. Chinese literature, irrespective of poetry or verse,
have clearly denoted a neo-style of “elegant wording, graceful resonant” up to the end of the Liu
Soong' era; but in the eyes of Liu Shay, no doubt the South Chi period was the peak of “literary
development” , for it was the last dynasty assessed in the (Background and Time Period) . The
ultimate metamorphosis of literary changes was realized under the influence of the ruler as he was
“wise and sage as so crowned by heaven as emperor” , “inheriting empire with sovereign
intelligence” , “continuing the works of forefathers with supreme intrinsic quality” ,and “multi-
talented by heritage glorifying the magnificent future of the country” . Moreover, statements such
as “structures of art and music exceeded those of the Chou Dynasty, and far excelled the Han; as
of the great literary expose of the Tang Ran and Yu Shun periods were once again revived , and
“intrinsic writings of rapture and perception” , “eminent genius” , and “regal style, grandeur
presentation” were symbolic of the aesthetic contemporariness of the time 3. This paper aimed to
explore the metamorphosing issues of “understatement” and “opulence” in the Soong and Chi
Dynasties to the “belletristic appearance superceded substantial insightfulness” of the aesthetic-
oriented contemporariness, in addition to the painstaking steps Lin Shay took to hide under the
illusive cover of “classic master, the teachings of Confucius” in order to rip apart the formalism
of “imminent embarkation onto the road of promiscuous decadence by straying away from the root

and fundamentals of writing” , as so articulated in his “Summation” .

Key words: literature, presentation, changes of literary style, landscape, ode, formation,

content.
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