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Analysis of Text Types and Text Structures
in Upper Elementary Mandarin Chinese
Textbooks

Hui-Ling Chou

This study explored the text types and text structures in Mandarin Chinese
textbooks for upper elementary students. The research addressed two main
questions. First, what are the common text types in Mandarin Chinese
textbooks for upper elementary students? Second, what are the prevalent text
structures and characteristics in these textbooks? A total of 53 texts from four
volumes of version A of a Mandarin Chinese textbook for upper elementary
students were analyzed. Content analysis was employed to determine the
proportion of each text type and structure. The results indicated that literary
texts dominated the majority of text types, with narrative prose being the most
common text type among literary texts and subjective commentaries being
entirely absent from nonliterary texts. Text structures were categorized into
three types on the basis of shared characteristics, and distinctions were made
between basic and advanced structures. Notably, narrative structures were the
most prevalent, followed by explanation structures and discussion structures.
Overall, this study suggests providing additional opportunities for students to
read and write commentary texts in nonliterary contexts, adjusting the
learning timeline for text structures, rebalancing the proportions of basic and
advanced text structures, and guiding elementary school text reading and
writing instruction through a main structural axis and text structure.
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Ji 2~ EA (EfR) (2021) © BIERVNERERGEE (DURk - 5855MF > =) o Bg— -

[Zhou, C., & Huang, R.-Z. (Eds.). (2021). Elementary school Mandarin (4th ed., Vol. 6, 3rd
grade 2nd semester). Nan L]

MTEL (EfR)  (2019a) o BRRVNEREREE (—fR > 51— » /Sb) BT o

[Lin, Y.-H. (Ed.). (2019a). Elementary school Mandarin (2nd ed., Vol. 11, 6th grade 1st
semester). Kang Hsuan.]

MFEL (£ (2019b) o BIRVINERERGEE (R BB+ fff > JX°F) o T -

[Lin, Y.-H. (Ed.). (2019b). Elementary school Mandarin (2nd ed., Vol. 12, 6th grade 2nd
semester). Kang Hsuan.]

MFEL (Ef)  (2019¢) o BER/NBEGEE (=h > U > 7 k) o T -

[Lin, Y.-H. (Ed.). (2019¢). Elementary school Mandarin (3rd ed., Vol. 9, 5th grade st
semester). Kang Hsuan.]

MFEL (Ef)  (2020) © BIRVINRERGE (=R ZB5-HHF - 20T ) o BRHT o

[Lin, Y.-H. (Ed.). (2020). Elementary school Mandarin (3rd ed., Vol. 10, 5th grade 2nd
semester). Kang Hsuan.]

s ~ FTTRE (£ ) (2022) < BRVNVERBGEE (=R -5/l P T) oFF— o

[Huang, R-Z., & Ma, X.-I. (Eds.). (2022). Elementary school Mandarin (3rd ed., Vol. 8, 4th
grade 2nd semester). Nan L]

25 lak

+ AR R ARG R A [ R v | VR S AR i v &
tuk : BYEESC (2018) -

[Curriculum guidelines of 12-year basic education: Mandarin domain for elementary, junior high school

A S

and upper secondary school education. (2018).]

ffUiNgE (2005) o TERGIAEE ) L BEGRELEN] - HEHE -

[Chou, X.-P. (2005). “Nianzhishi xiezno” 2hi lilun yn yingyong. Wanjuan Lou.]

flUNFE (2007) o SCEREFTAG o BB -

[Chou, X.-P. (2007). Wenzhang zhangfa lun. Wanjuan Lou.]

FHIE (2010) o SCEASHERFE—DIHOUS FEFRER  CBHK - 12
1-36 ©

[Wang, M.-T. (2010). A study on essay structure. Lizerature in a New Key, 12, 1-36.]

RBESE (EfR)  (1994) o CEBVFE—CRIBIRR ARG 0 - BESC -

[Zhu, Y.-Y. (Ed.). (1994). Wenzhang xiezuo scue: Wenti lilun zhishi bufen. Liwen.]
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S (2010) © GHEIREBTSCHERR « RIMRINAERR S BAHE TR ERYIEH]
(BBRR) » BHERER -
[Cen, S.J. (2010). Yuyan gongneng yu hongwen jiaoxne: Xitong gongneng yuyanxue ai hongwen

o

Jtaoxue shang de yingyong (2nd ed.). Hong Kong University.]

FIEERE ~ BROEEE (2004) o SCEEAGREITTR B B PE A —— DUEAERR 22 A ] -
HE OB - 36 (2) » 185200 © http://doi.org/10.6251/BEP.20041008

[Ko, H-W., & Chen, K.-M. (2004). Improving children’s reading comprehension with
highlighter text structures. Bulletin of Educational Psychology, 36(2), 185-200. http://
doi.org/10.6251/BEP.20041008]

HHER - BEER (2000) © BE-OHER : FRINUA (MUE LIRS > SR &I ©

(& HRRES 1987 57)

[Mayer, R. E. (2000). Educational psychology: A cognitive approach (Q.-S. Lin, Trans., 3rd ed.).
Yuan-Liou. (Original work published 1987)]

B B NERERAERRAE (1976) o

[Elementary school curriculum standards. (1976).]

B R/ DB E (1993) -

[Elementary school curricntum standards. (1993).]

I S rh/ NER LR — BERR R A SRR SO W —— AR 3L (2003) e

|General guidelines of grades 1-9 curriculum: Mandarin domain for elementary and junior high school
edncation. (2003).]

I S rhr/NER LR — B RR R A SERE SRR W —— AR 3L (2008) e

|General guidelines of grades 1-9 curriculum: Mandarin domain for elementary and junior high school
edncation. (2008).]

g S rfr/ N LR — B RR R A BERE SRR PREESC (2011) e

|General guidelines of grades 1-9 curriculum: Mandarin domain for elementary and junior high school
edncation. (2011).]

g S rhr/ N LR — B RR R A BERE SR R SCERTEI (2008) -

|General guidelines of grades 1-9 curriculum: Mandarin domain revision instruction for elementary and
Junior high school education. (2008).]

s (1992) © RETEBERTSE - 153 -

[Zhang, X.-R. (1992). Xiezuo jiaoxue yanjin. Fuwen.]

HEA (fF) (2021a) - PEERHHLETHRA (55 =) - https;//dict.concised.
moe.edu.tw/index.jsp

[Ministry of Education. (2021a). Concised Mandarin Chinese dictionary (3rd ed.). https://
dict.concised.moe.edu.tw/index.jsp|

BEG (ff) (2021b) - EHREGEFIEITA (F/5R)  © httpsy/dict.revised.

moe.edu.tw/index.jsp
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[Ministry of Education. (2021b). Revised Mandarin Chinese dictionary (6th ed.). https://dict.
revised.moe.edu.tw/index.jsp|

HEFE (2015) o REREREILFEI OERER B BERNER - BEWIEA T
255 > 36-53 ° https://doi.org/10.3966/168063602015070255003

[Lian, Q.-S. (2015). Implications of the common core state standards for reading
instruction. Journal of Education Research, 255, 36-53. https://doi.org/10.3966/1680

63602015070255003]
RS 2E (2009) o TCHE ) Bl CHEBOCHRE I SRR - 2R AR
18 > 77-104 °

[Chen, X.-M. (2009). Cong ‘wenti’ guannian lun wenti yu wenlei hunyao de wenxue
xianxiang. Journal of the Liberal Arts, 18, 77-104.]

PR (EfR)  (2007) ° Fr=CEEEEREEG - BEH -

[Chen, M.-M. (Ed.). (2007). Xinshi xiezuo jiaoxne daolun. Wanjuan Lou.]

Pt (2010 4 F 20 H) o EEHOCREAS BRI o BIEEH > 13 i -

[Yang, Y.-M. (2010, April 20). Qiantan wenzhang jiegou yu wenti jiegou. Mandarin
Daily, A13.]

P (2011)  © G SCRE F B AR BT VR s AR B R VR Rz i 7E (R
iRz EwsC) © B ZFHERBHEERSR -

[Yang, Y-M. (2011). An empirical research: The impact of integrating argumentative reading and
writing instruction on elementary school students’ reading and writing [Unpublished doctoral
dissertation]. Department of Education, National Taichung University of
Education.]

Bt (2014) o BEERIECHCOEAIRTE ARG BEE - FRBOTHE - 1
23-35 ¢

[Yang, Y.-M. (2014). The structure-exploring instructional design of Chinese narration
based on reading-writing integration. New [sion of Language Arts, 1, 23-35.]

Briegl (EfR)  (1996) o ERIFE—ILREBRR AT 73 - BESC -

[Liu, S.J. (Ed.). (1996). Wenzhang xiezno scue: Jichu lilun hishi bufen. Liwen.]

BIFTH ~ fRRER (2008) o SCEMER - MEHH -

[Liu, F-T., & Xu, J.-X. (2008). Wenxue gailun. Higher Education.]

BIZE (2020) o B/ AR AR B SRR BB RE PR 2 BT - B
BT > 23 (1) > 143-164 © http://doi.org/10.6384/CIQ.202001_23(1).0006

[Liu, P-Y. (2020). Effects of text structures identification on 3rd graders’ to 6th graders’
reading comprehension. Curriculum and Instruction Quarterly, 23(1), 143-164. http://
doi.org/10.6384/CIQ.202001_23(1).0006]

BldT (1989) o BHERE - #redalh -

[Liu, M.-Y. (1989). Xiezuo dayao. New Knowledge.]

0GE ~ £~ RIBEE - SER - BREGE (2015) o BURECGE - i -
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[Tsai, Z.-D., Wang, M.-Z., Yu, S.-Y., Wu, Y.-J., & Chen, Z.-Y. (2015). Xiandai sanwen xuan.
Wunan.]

30 (1998) o SCEAGFEINTRISBERH BB TR A8 - SRR B R
Z=F) 21 (2) » 139-160 © http://doi.org/10.6384/CIQ.199804.0139

[Tsai, M.-J. (1998). The effect of strategy teaching on text structure analysis for children
to improve writing. Curriculum and Instruction Quarterly, 1(2), 139-160. http://doi.
org/10.6384/CI1Q.199804.0139]

ZEHENR (2020) © Shulman HJBERHEME B - B SCEETA S BCAZ @ L2
FEFHIRSE - A& G B BB BRI - 13 (3) > 133 © http;//doi.org/
10.3966,/207136492020121303001

[Tsai, X.-F. (2020). Application of shulman’s pedagogical reasoning and action
framework on the teaching of informational text among junior high school
Chinese teachers. Journal of Teacher Education and Professional Development, 13(3), 1-33.
http://doi.org/10.3966/207136492020121303001]

SRR (2018) o BUUHOCOE G - SEEL -

[Zheng, M.-L. (2018). Xiandai sanwen leixing lun. Taiwan Student.]

HihEe (20140 11 H) o S8 > BUEEF} © https://pedia.cloud.edu.tw/Entry/
Detail?title= SCAH &search= SCEH

[Hie, T.-Z. (2014, November). Genre. Jiaoyu baike. https://pedia.cloud.edu.tw/Entry/
Detail?title= SCFH &search= SCHH |

EERE ~ EERI ~ 25t ~ IREST (1997) © BURSCER o BN 22 RER

[Jian, E.-D., Tang, Y.-M., Zhou, F.-L., & Zhang, T.-Q. (1997). Xiandai wenxue. National
Open University.]

EHERS (2007) © @ ToCHE) BE TSCRH) (PRea@ R HLBRR - WS8R - 1
1-67 ° https://doi.org/10.6466/THJCL.200709.0001

[Yan, K-Y., (2007). Form and genre: Their respective definitions in an interlocked
relationship. Tsing Hua Journal of Chinese Literature, 1, 1-67. https://doi.org/10.6466/
THJCL.200709.0001]

Cook, L. K., & Mayer, R. E. (1988). Teaching readers about the structure of scientific
text. Journal of Educational Psychology, §0(4), 448-456. https://doi.org/10.1037/0022-
0663.80.4.448

Hudson, A. K., Owens, J., Moore, K. A., Lambright, K., & Wijekumar, K. (2021). “What’s
the main idea?” Using text structure to build comprehension. The Reading Teacher,
75(1), 113-118. https://doi.org/10.1002/trtr.2016

Leahey, T. H., & Harris, R. J. (1997). Learning and cognition (4th ed.). Prentice Hall.

Meyer, B. J. F., Brandt, D. M., & Bluth, G. J. (1980). Use of top-level structure in text:
Key for reading comprehension of ninth-grade students. Reading Research Qnarterly,
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16(1), 72-103. https://doi.org/10.2307/747349
Meyer, B. J. F. (1975). The organization of prose and its effects on memory. Amsterdam.
Meyer, B. J. F., Wijekumar, K., & Lei, P. (2018). Comparative signaling generated
for expository texts by 4th-8th graders: Variations by text structure strategy
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