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The Road Toward Indigenous Theory Construction: Ongoing Dialectics,
Grounding in Wisdom, and Immersion in Large Communities

Shu-Hui Liu*
Abstract

I am grateful to my three predecessors who demonstrated empathy, understanding, and
constructive reminders in their comments. To comment on ‘what have been questioned’ in their
papers would require a lengthy paper. Therefore, in this article, I reflected on ‘what made them
posed their questions (what kind of indigenization perspectives underlie their questions) and
summarized my thoughts. The result of this process is my opinions on the road toward
indigenous theory, which is three-folded. First, in terms of method, the focus of concern should
move from ‘good theory’ to ‘the search for good theory’, which would bring about ongoing
dialectics. Second, in terms of content, ‘a good lifecareer theory’ is needed, which includes not
only good knowledge but also ‘good lifecareer wisdom’. The ways of deriving wisdom from
Chinese culture are self-cultivations that lead to intuition-and-experiencing, and dialectic
analyses that lead to deep structure. Third, in terms of process, it takes heteroglossia, mutual
stimulation, and mutual help from the larger community to support continuous transformation

and survival.

Keywords: career theory, Classic of Changes (Yi Jing), dialectical development, indigenous
theory construction, wisdom.
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