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Wisdom and Knowledge in Indigenous Lifecareer Counseling

Kwang-Kuo Hwang*

Abstract

In this special issue’s target article, Professor S. H. Liu proposed a Dialectical Existential
Lifecareer Model (DEL model), where based on phenomenology, she incorporated the main
ideas of I-Ching. This is an attempt to construct a theoretical model by integrating the strengths
of Eastern and Western civilizations. Nevertheless, /-Ching is essentially a wisdom regarding
the existence of life while the strength of contemporary Western culture is the construction of
objective knowledge according to Western philosophy. Professor Liu indicated that her DEL
model was constructed using a third approach that goes beyond the modern approach and post-
modern approach. Nonetheless, most core wisdom concepts in the of I-Ching can neither be
clearly defined nor used to develop instruments of measurement. Therefore, she used a revised
version of the Vocational Interest Scale imported from the West in her Career Counseling
Network (CCN). It is hoped that in her next target paper, Professor Liu will address two
important issues: (1) How to resolve the difficult problem of integrating the essential differences
between the East and the West, and (2) How she fused the fundamentally incommensurable
Western philosophical concepts of phenomenology, existentialism, and dialectical hermeneutics
into her DEL model.

Keywords: culture of I-Ching, DEL model, objective knowledge, Vocational Interest Scale,

wisdom
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