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Shifting Identity: The Academic Career of the
Ming Scholar-Official Jiang Xing

Guanhua Chen

Institute of History, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Jiang Xing, from Hunan, was a noted scholar-official in the mid-Ming
period. His biography and selected writings are found in Huang Zongxi’s
Mingru Xue’an, an indispensable source book for Ming Confucian thought
and intellectual history. In Huang’s view, Jiang followed the Wang
Yangming school in Hunan and Hubei. This article, however, shows that
while Jiang indeed once learned under Wang, he soon began doubt Wang’s
teachings. In around 1523, meeting with the other great scholar of the time,
Zhan Ruoshui, he was completely drawn to Zhan’s philosophical doctrines.
Throughout Jiang® academic career, he was devoted to spreading Zhan’s
teaching by recruiting followers, giving lectures, and constructing within
Zhan’s school the transmission of ancient Way, while rebutting and
competing with Wang’s views. He himself identified as a disciple of Zhan,
but not Wang. This article, in addition to correcting Mingru Xue’an, sheds
light on the shifting self-identity among intellectuals like Jiang during the
mid-Ming period.

Keywords: Jiang Xing, scholarly identity, Wang Yangming School,

Zhan Ganquan School, Confucian orthodoxy



	28-4-05(4)陳冠華(七校20180226)

