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The Fabrication of Clan Mark:
The Family Memory and
Text Construction

Ye, Ruei-Chen*

[Abstract]

The Monographs of Yangzhou Xu Garden is a family record of the Zheng family in
Yangzhou during the Qing Dynasty. The author, focusing on gardens as the core of his
writing, attempts to present the ancestral lineage, construct family traditions, and shape
the ancestors, showcasing the "glory of the family.” This article will explain the spatial
significance of Xiu Yuan in order to explore the connection between the virtues, ethics,
and philanthropic practices praised by traditional literati. Moreover, it will further
interpret how "Monographs of Yangzhou Xu Garden" depicts the profound memory
images of the Zheng family in both public and private domains. Finally, by
contemplating The Monographs of Yangzhou Xu Garden, the article explores the
significance of the garden as a form of "family discourse" at that time. It aims to view
the familial consciousness and connotations of the scholar-bureaucrat in the Ming and
Qing dynasties. We hope to reveal the meaning of self-expression in the literary
activities of local scholar-bureaucrat family during the Ming and Qing periods.

Keywords: Xu Garden, Yangzhou, Monographs of Yangzhou Xu Garden,
Fabrication, Family Memory
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