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PARENTfCHILD RELATIONSHIP AND PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT
OF CHINESE SCHOOL CHILDREN® '

CriEn-wEN Su, Crien-nou Hwane, CriNg MinG Lu, Suoo-may Chen

’ The objective of the present research is to study the relationships between ‘parental
child-rearing practices and pexsonality,development of children in their school years. The

~ sibjects, 2084 in tiumber, are drawn from grade 1 to grade 9 from two clementary and
two junior high schools in Taipei areas.  All the subjects have been';given Parent-Child
Relation Questionnaire, Tennessee Self-Concept Scale and Children’s Internal-External Control
Scale. In addition, subjects in gradeé 4 10 9 have been givén the Emotional Matority
Scale, and those in grades 7 to 9 have taken Eysenck’s Juvenile Personélity Inventory.
Children in the Ist, dth snd 7th prades are also rated by their classroom teachers on
certain problem behaviors. Multiple repression snalyses have been emploved and the
results indicate that most of the personality variables can be significantly predicted by

_ parental child-rearing practices.  The self-concept, _internality, emotional maturity of the
subjécts are more susceptive to pa;ental influences  than their neurotic _and prc}blem'
behaviors.  Parental loving and rejecting are more important tha:") ‘parental casual and
demanding ss far as their impacts on the personality development of the child are concern-
ed. Parental child-rearing practices exert greater influences on the personality de’velopmént
of children in upper grade levels than those m the lower grades. Father’s and xﬂbthe:’s
influences are equally 'i'mportant{ '

1. INTRODUCTION

The present study is a part of a longitudinal research project which aims at making a
systematic study on physical and psychologicaifdevelopment of Chinese children in their school
years from grade 1 through grade 9. This report confines itself to a correlational study
between pa:ent-chlld relationship and _personality development of children. '

Parent-child relatwnshxp is a very complicated matter which includes all basm interactions

© between parents and children.  The most frequently mentioned are various parental attitudes
and behaviors expressed in child-rearing practices such as loving or rejecting éttitude toward
children, techniques of reward and punishment, ,,ways' of satisfying children’s basic psychological
needs and so on. A number of investigators tried to conceptualize the meaningful dimensions
of parental behavior. Shaefer (1965) proposed two: warmtthqstility and autonomy-control
Roe and Siegelman (1963) identified dimensions of acceptance-rejection and of casual-demand-

' ing. Armentrout and Burger (1972) futher divided fhe autohomy—control' dimension into
psychological autonomy-psychological control and firm control-lax control.

Some mvestxgators were more mterested in determmmg the relatxons!np between parental

* The matena} of this report is drawn from part of the data collected ina Iongxtudmal :esearch prmect .
entitled A study of physical and psychological development of Chinese children and adolescents in their |
school years”. The project is participated by Professors C. H. Hwang, C. M. Lu, C. W Sy, W C
Chiu, C. Y. Lu, M. F. Chien, and S, M Chen of Depattment of Educational Psycho]ogy, National
Taiwan Normal Umversxty .
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behavior and personality characteristics of children such as delinquent hehavior, cognitive
ability, and general adjustment. Their findings indicated that parental acceptance was positively
related to selfacceptance, happiness, and emotional inaturity in children (Symond, 1949;
Erikson, 1950; Becker, 1960; Siegelman, 1965, 1966: Bollman, 1967). On the other hand, parents
. with rejecting attitude and authorita‘tian control tended to have children who Were insecure,
anxious, ivithdraw, aggressive and/or with inferior feelings (Symond, 1949; Erikson, 1950;
Bandura and Walters, 1950; Medinnus, 1961). Donald (1959 also found that parental ‘indul-
gence was associated with irresponsibility, anti-authority attitude and problem behavior in
chlldren Chfford €1959) studied the types of dlsmplme used by parents and their influences
on children. He found that reward was associated with healthy adjustment while pumshment
was assocxated with high level of anxiety and antx—soc:al behaviors. Children treated by
severe pumshment tended to be repressive and withdrawn ' ‘

In recent years, Chinese psychologists have also done a great deal of research in this
field. Some focused on the influences of parental behavwr on cognitive development (Chu,
1975), language (Wu, 1978) and creativity (Cheng, 1978) of children.  Others had theiri em=

phases on the impacts of parents exerfing on personality development and adjustment of children -

__such as aggression (Su, 1975), locus of control (Yang, 1976), and adjustment (Su and Cheng,
1977; Chien, 1978). These studies have confirmed the findings of previous studiés that parental
loving behaﬁvior and warm attitudes will be conductive to the development of wholesome
personality in chlldren and that parental rejecting attitude and neglecting tend to impair
children’s personahty and adjustment.

In most of the above mentioned studies, however, the researchers either. limited 'their
investigations to one particular aspect of child’s personality or used only subjects from one
grade or one age level. Thus, their results are not sufficient for making generalizations. . The
main purpose of the present study is, therefore, to gather some systemtic information’ con-
cerning the relationship between parental child-reaing practices and the personality character—
istics of Chinese children in their school years. Meanwhile, since pa;ental behaviors often vary
with the age of the growing child, we are also trying to find out whether their impacts on
children’s personality also 'varies in the developing years of the latter. Another: objective: is
trymg to find out if any one particular personality attribute is more susceptive to. parental
influence than others.

1I. METHOD

1 Sub;ects.

2084 voung pupxls drawn from grade 1 through grade 9 from two elementary schools
and two junior high schools in Taipei area formed the sample of this study (Table 1):
. All Subjects were given Parent-Child Relation Questionnaire, Tennessee Self-Concept Scale
, . and Children’s Internal-External Contral Scale. Tn addition, subjects in grades 4 through
o 9 were given the Emotional Maturity Scale, and those in‘grad‘es 7 to 9 took Eysenck’s
. Juvenile Personality Inventory, Children in the ist, 4th and 7th grades were also rated

by their classroom teachers on eight personality fraits including problem behavior.
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Table I: The number of Subjects in each grade level.

2

Queshonnmree and Tests:

(1) Parent-Child Relation Questzonnmre(PCQS) ‘This Questionnaire was originally developed
by Roe and Siegelman (1963) to measure the characteristic child-rearing practices of
parents through the\perc\eption‘of' children. ‘The original form contains 144 items with 10
subscales namely: loviﬁg, casual, protecting, neglecting, rejecting, dem’ariding,' Symbolic—love~
reward, symbolic-love pumshment, direct-object reward dxrectwobject punishment, The
Questionnaire has been revised by Chu (1975) for the use of Chinese children. Since it
is too long for young pupils under grade 4, only six scales (loving, rejecting, casual,
demandmg, symbolic-love reward and direct-object punishment) with 10 items on each
scale have been selected for the present use, Kach child was asked to rate onas point
scale the frequencies of occurrence of cermain behaviors conducted by his father and
mother,

(2) Tennessee Self-Concedt Scale: A short form of the revised Tennessee Self—Concept .

 Scale with 30 items was given to subjects from grade 1 through grade 9.

(3) Childrer's Internal- External Control Seale: This scale was developed by Nowichi and
Strickland (1973). The full scale was given to children of ath grade and up while 1ts

. short form was given to the 1st, 2nd 3rd praders.
@ The Scale of FEmotional Maturizy: It was developed by Pearson (1954) based on

selected items of the MMPI for the measurement of emotional maturity of individuals,
The revised form has 30 items and was given to children of the 4th and upper grades.

_ ® LBysenck's Juvenile Personahty Invem‘ary This scale is designed o measure Extraver-

sion and Neuroticism of young people. In this study, it was only given to subjecis from
grade 7 to grade 9. : ‘
(8) Teachers Ratings: Subjects of 1st, 4th and 7th grades were rated by then' classroom
teachers on 8 personality traits: achievement, health, happiness, leadershlp, populanty,
aggressmn, dependency and problem behavxor.

m. RESULTS

Parent-Child Relationship and the Self-()oncept of C}uldren. .

Table 11 contams the correlations between the ratings of PCRQ for both father-chdd
and mother-child Relationships and the subjects’ 'scores on the Tennessee Self-Concept
Scale. 'The figures show that subjects from grades 2 to 9 who perceive their fathersand
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Correlations between Parent-Child Relations and the Self-Concept

of Chinese School Children.
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mothers as warm, loving and accepting tend to have positive self-concept. Parents who
use the technique of symbolic-love reward seetn to have helped their children in develop~
ing favorable selfzconcept. The s1gmf1cant positive relatnonshrp between these two vanables ‘
is very stable _among the 5th and upper graders. For those tnder the 4th orade, the
symbolic-love reward used by the mother seem to have greater nnpact on ch:ldrens
self-concept than that used by the father. Also shown in Table I, parental rejectlon is
seen negatively related to self—concept of children from grade 4 to grade 9 The data
suggest that father’s rejectlon seems to have greater harmful effect on the self-concept,
of boys while mother’s rejection tends to associate more closely with the self—concept of
girls. As far as the relation of parentalffdxrect—object punishment and the ,chaldren‘s self-
 concept is concerned, the data show a negative correlation in majority of the cases,
- However, in grades 4, 5, and 9, the relations have not reached the level of significanice.
- For the youngsters of grades 1 to 3, the father's behawor seems to have greater influence
than that of the mother on the ohald But the opp031te is trie for subjects in grades 610 8,
Neither parents’ casual behavxor nor then‘ demandmg correlates s:gmﬁcantly with the
 self-concepts of their children.
. Parent-Child Relatronshrp and the Belief of Intemal Extemal Control of Ch:ldren' ’
Children’s Internal—External Control Scale was admxmstered o all subjects from grade
1 through grade 9. The scale is scored on “mtemahty”, je. the higher the score, the
_stronger the belief of internal coontrol is. Table I gwes the correlatxons between the
scores of PCRQ and that of the “mternahty” of the children. We can sce from Table' .
0 that parental loving is posntwely assocxated with the belief of m‘cetnahty of chxldren
Most of the correlations, except those of grades 1 and 2, have reached the level of sxgm- '

 ficance. Parental symbolic-love reward also correlates posmvely Wxth the belief of internal o

. control of children in grades 4,5 6 7 8 and O But the s;gmﬁcant correlatxons are
scattered around and do not show a consistent trend. ' '
Table III also shows the tendency that unfavorable parental chﬂd»rearmg behavnors, ~
_ such as rejecting and direct-object pumshment are associated with the behef of extemal
. control of chlldren The correlat;ons between the two variables are srgmﬁcant among ,
subjects from grade 4 to grade 9, but are ot srgmflcant among the younger ones under
- grade 3. ' ' '
There seems to be some dlfferences between the mﬂuence of the fathers dxrect—object
_ punishment and that of the mother upon the belief of locus of control of chﬂdren More, -
| specifically, father's pumshment is only related to the belief of extemal control of boys
in grades 2, 6, and 8. On the other hand mother's pumshment is assuc;ated with the
 belief of external control of boys in grades 2, 6, and 7 and with that of gxrls in grade
3 In regard to the relation between parental casual and demandmg behavior and the
belief. of internal control of the subject, negative assocxai:xons seerm 1o exxst But the :
_ correlations have not reached the level of significance. '

By and large, the findings of the present study are congruent thh the results obtained

‘ by Yang (1976). She also found that externals, as compared w1th mternals, tended o
© perceive their parents as more re;ectmg, casual and demandmg ,
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Correlations hetween Parent-Child Relations and the Internal-External Control

of Chinese School Children,
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3. Parent-Child Relationship and the Emotional Maturity of Children:

Correlation coefficients in Table IV show a clear frend that parental lovmg and
symbolic=love reward are positively related to the emotional maturity of children from
crade 4 through grade 9. 'The only exception is grade 8 where the syxﬁbolic—‘ldvé reward
of mother does ot seem to have any relation with the emotional maturity of her children.

On the other hand, parental rejection is found negatively associated with the emotional
maturity of the children in most of the grade Ievels. These relations are more consistent
in children of grades 4 and 5 than among the older groups. In grades 7 and 9, father’s
rejection seems to exert infliiences on the emotional develop;ment'ofzbdth boys and girls
while the influence of mother’s rejection is only limited to the emotional development of
girls. Similarly, negative correlations are found between parental du'ect—object punishment
and emotional maturity of children, and thzs relation is very clearly seen in grades 4 and
7. For other grades, the relationship is ot consxstent

Table IV: : Correlations hetween Parent Child Relations and the Emotxonal Matunty
of Chinese School Children.
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Parent—Chlld Relatumshlp and the Neuroticism of Children

The correlatwns between parental chﬂd-reanng practices and  children’s scores on
neurotxclsm are shown in Table V. In this partlcular aspect, girls seem to be more
susceptlve 10 their Dparental influences,

In general cluldrens neuroticism is definitely assoclated positively with parental loving
and negatxvely with parental rejection. These relations are statistically siginificant among
gxrls in all three grades of 7, 8, and 9, For boys, mothers loving for those in grade 9

. and mother re_\ectlon for those in grade 7 seem to have sxgmfxcant effect while father’s

handling does not have such close relations.  As is expected, parental symbolic-love reward

correlates negatxve]y with chxldren s neuroticism in almost all cases, though the relation-

. _ship is not staustxcaﬂy sxgmfxcant On the other hand parental direct-object punishment

tends fo associate posmvely wzth children’s neuroticism, and for boys of grade 7 and for
girls in grades 8 and 9 the correlations have reached the significant level.

In general, the relationship between parental casual and demanding behavior and
children’s netiroticism are neglectable and the few exceptions are: father’s casual behavior
related significantly with neuroticism of g1rls in orade 7 and his demanding behavxor

‘ _seems to have invited neuroticism among boys of grade 7 and among girls of grade 9.

Mother's casual behavior is found related significantly with neuroticism of girls in grade

8 only. ;
Parent-Child Relatxonslup and Children’s Problem Behavior Rated by their Teachers

. Table VI presents the correlations between parent-child relationship and children’s
problem behavior rated by teachers. Although the correlations coefficients are generally

,low,': the trend is in the expected direction, ie. parental loving and parental symbolic-

Table V: Correlatiuns between ?a:ent.cnnd Relations and Neuroticism
. of Chinese Sehool Children.
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love reward are negatively related to children’s problem behavior while parental rejecting,
- direct-object plinishment, casual behavior and demanding are posmvely related to problem
behavior.

Table VI: Correlations hetween Parent-Child Relations and Ptoblem Behavwrs
of the Sub;ects in Grade 1, 4 and 1.

love Reward) Punishment
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6. The Multiple Regressxan Analysns ,
In order to understand to what extent that parentachlld relatmnshxps actually influence '
the personahty development of the child, multiple regaession analyses have heen employed,
The five personality variables are used as the criteria and they are (1) self-concept, (2)
internality, (3) emotional maturity, (4) neuroticism and (5) problem behavior. The
predictors are (1) mother's child-rearing practices, (2) father's child-rearing practices
and (D) both father's and mother's child-rearing practxces The predxctors contnbutxons
{o the predxctlon of personahty criteria are presented in Table VI
(1) As shown in Table VII, the repression of the self-concept of the child on mother’s.
child-rearing practices has yielded multiple correlation coefficients of (38] {0 80 whichare
significant in most of the grade levels. These Signxficant multiple correlation coefficients
indicate that mother's ch:ld—rearmg prachces account for 119/ to 64/ of variance in the
self-concept of the subjects, dependmg on spec:fxc grade levels. The values of multiple '
correlation coefficients of father’s chﬂd-rearmg practices are from 39 10 .56 which account
for 15% to 31/ of variance in the self-concept of the subjects. The values of multiple ’
correlation coefficients of father's and mother's chﬂd~rearingr practices are from .37 to
81 which account for 149 to 66% of the variance in the self-concept of the subjects.
(2) Table VI also shows that the regression of the internality of the child on
mother’s child-rearing practices has yielded multiple correlatxon coeffxcnents of 36 to 51
whxch are significant in most of the grade levels and account for 13/ to 2697 of the
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variance in the internality of the subjects. The values of multiple correlation coefficients
of father’s child-rearing practices are from 32 #0 51 which account for 10% to 26% of
variance in the internality of the subjects. The values of multiple cofrelatlon coefficients
of father’s and mother's chxld-rearmg practices are from 41 to 52 which account for ‘
179 to 279 of the variance in the mtemahty of the subjects. These results also indicate
that the influences of parental chﬂd—rearmg practxces on the mternahty of the sub;ects
seem 10 be greater in upper grade levels than in the lower ones.

(3) Table VII indicates that the regressxon of the emotlonal maturity of the ch:ld on ‘
mother’s child=rearing practices has ylelded mulhple correlation coefficients of 98 o 55
which are signifieant in most of thé grade levels and which account for 132/ o 307 of
variance in the emotional maturity of the sub;ecls‘, The values of multiple correlanon
costficients of farther’s child_rearing practices are from .26 10 .49 which account for 129,
t0 949 of the variance in the emotional maturity of the sub;ects, As regarding to the
influences or father’s and mother’s chx!d—reermg practices, the values of multxi)le correla-
. tion coefficients are from 43 to 57 which account for 18/ to 329 of the vanance in
the emotional maturity of the subjects.

(4) Table VI indicates that the regression of the neuroticism of the Chlld on mother’s '
 Child-rearing practices has yielded multiple correlation coefficients of 25 to .50 which are
significant only at grade 7 (hoys, R— .38 girls, R-.35). When father's child-rearing
practices is used as the predictor, its predictions to'the neliroticism of the child are signi-
ficant only at grade 7'(bojrs, R= 34 girls, R=43) and at grade 9 (gitls, R-48). When
farther’s and mother’s childorearing practices is nsed as the predictor, its predictions o
the neuroticism of the child are significant only at grade 7 (boys, R=46; girls, R=50
and at grade 9 (girls, R=.50). These fmdmgs seem to suggest that parental cmld—rearmg
pract:ces mlght not be an important factor i in determmmg the development of neurohcxsm
of adolescents, especially with the older ones,

(5) Data in Table VII shows that the regression of the problem behavmr of the child
on mother's child-rearing practices has yielded multlple correlatlon Coefficients of 22 to
.34, The values of multiple correlatxon coefficients are not s;gmﬂcant in most of the
grade levels except for grade 4 (girls, R=.34). When father's childrearing practices is
used as the predlctor, its predictions to the problem behavxor of the child are s;gmﬁcant '
for boys of grades 1, 4and 7. The values of mlﬂhple correlatxon coefflclenm of father s
chﬂd-rearmg practices are .33, 33 and 37 respe,cm{ely., They account for 119 o 149
of the variance in the problem behavior of hoys of'g’rades 1 f/}and 7. When father’s and

. mother’s child-rearing practices is used as the predictor, its predictions to the problem
behavior of the child are significant only at grade 4 (boys, R—.43) and at grade 9 (hovs,
R A4 girls, R= 43). These findings seem to indicate that parental child-rearing prac-
tices ‘especially mother’s child-rearing practsces ate less 1mp0rtant in the development of
problem behavior of chxldren of the Iower grades However, the mﬂuences of parental
cluld-temmg practices tend to mcrease as ﬂqe child reaches the age of adolescence Be—
sides, it is clearly shown that father's mﬂuence is much greater than that of the mother
espec1a11y for glrls
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1V. DISCUSSION

1 'Personahty developmemt of an 1ndxv1dua1 is a very complex process and its determmants
: are too comphcated to be analyzed However, the results of the present study seem to have
confirmed that among other things, parent-chxld relationship is an important factor to the
personality development of youne people.  The data of the multiple regression analyses
show that exther the contnbutxons of father's and mother's child-rearing practices combined
together, or the contnbutxons of the father or of the mother alone, to the prediction to
the personahty vanables of the subjects are sxgmfxcant in most grade levels. The values
of multiple correlatxon coefficients between the predictors and the criteria are from 33 to
81 which a,ooount/ for 11 to 64/ :of variance in the criteria, depending on the specific
per’sonality attributes This finding seems to SUggest, the self-concept, internal control
orientation and the emotlonal maturxty of the child are more susceptive to parental in-
ﬂuences than the neurohcxsm and problem behavior, Barton, Dxelman and Cattell (1978)
found that mothers child-rearing practices accounted for hetween 4 to 13 percent of the
_variance in the child’s personahty scores, Comparmg with the results of their study, the
present pattern of results give us much more confidence in making generalizations of this
. regard However, the fmdmg also shows that parental effect is mixed thh other influ-

: _ences outside the farmly such 2s peers, teachers, schools and socjety.

2. Among the six parental child-rearing practice variables, investigated in this study, it is
 found that parental loving and symbolic-love reward are most conducive to the develop=:
ment of fayorable self—conéept, internality, emotional maturity of the child and are nega-
 tively assaciated with neuroticism and problem beha\}ior in children and adolescents.  These
findings are congruent with the resulfs of many previous studies. For example, Cooper-
smith (1967) found that mothers of boys hxgh in self-esteem were likely to be those who
accepted their children by manifestations of concerns, affection and also rapport. Chien
‘ (1978) found that 4th graders who perceived their parents as loving tended to have better

V persdnal and social ‘a’djustment They were self-reliant and self-confident.  Similar results
have been foundaby Su and Cheng (1977) , «

The data obtained in the present study also indicate that unfayorable parental chﬂd—

' rearing practices such as rejectmg and dxrect~ob3ect punishment are associated with nega-
tive self-concept, emotlonal immaturity, externality, neuroticism and behavior problem of
children and adolescents, | These results are also in agreement with the findings of Chien
€1967) who suggested that among the dth graders, parental rejection was associated with
neurotic symptoms St and Chen (1975) also found the same pattern of impact of par-
ental reJectmg ;

. the tesults of the present study seem to mdxcate that parental casual and demandmg :

. dre less xmportant as far as their impacts on the personality development of children and

o ‘adolescents are concerned  This finding is also consonant with that of Yang & Yang's

919 study in which parental demandmg was not associated with the internality of ele-

: , mentary school children. Thls phenomenon mlght be due to the fact that within our so-
clety, nearly all parents expect high acmevement of thexr,chxldren and tend fto 1mpose

a
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strict regulations to them. Therefore, from chxldren s view pomt, there is little vanatlon
in parental demanding through the perception of the subjects. l
The data derived both from simple correlation analyses and from the multple regression
analyses suggest that the impact of parental chtld-;earmg practices upon a childs per-
sonality development seems to be a function of the child’s age. The parental' behavior
does not associate clearly with personality characteristics of 2 child when the latter is
very young. The correlations between the two variables show an increase as the child
grows older. This is an interesting  phenomenon, Which seems to be eontradictory'to the
general belief that the younger the child is the greater the environmental influeoces will
be. However, close examination will reveal that this contradlatlon may be only a super—
ficial one.  One should keep in mind that the PCRQ in this study were answered by
children. through whose perception thexr parents’ child-rearing practlces were rated. Be
sides, it takes time for a child to get to the stape when he is able o put many scattered
facts and experiences together ,’co, formulate a concrete concept or to analyze a d;ﬁused '
feeling or a general idea into systematic catesories. Young children of lower orades
may find it difficult to make clear ditferentiation about parents’ behavior along a parti-
cular scale. Undifferentiated ratmgs will naturally have lower correlatxons thh other
variables. ; :
Another reason for the above mentioned phenomenon is that parents in general are
more nurturant to younger children than to the older ones. Pumshment and demandmg
practxces are not frequently used and usually a great deal of tolerance is given to young
child’s behavior. FEven in the case of rejection, parental negatWe feelmgs are e'xpressed
very subtly rather than overtly. In other words, when the chlld is young, his parents’
caring behavior is generally simple and is hard to dxfferentxated ,mto sophlstmated categoe '
ries. : : ‘ L :
As regarding to the ympact of father versus of the nnpact of mother, a glance of the
data derived from the sxmple correlation analyses will notice the fact that in most of the

cases significant correlations between parental clnld—rearmg pracnces and the child's per-

sonalxty development Data derived from both smple correlatlon analyses and the mulh—
ple regression analyses show that both father's and mother's chlld-reanng practices give
. sngmflcant predictions to the development of self—concept, internality and emot;onal matunty,'
of their children. These findings seem 1o suggest that the cluld—rearmg practices of
both parents are equally 1mportant as far as then‘ 1mpacts upon the develOpment of the
child are concerned. : '
In a study of Chien, parental chlld—rearmg practxces were found o have greater m—
fluences on the personalxty, development of pirls than that of boys. However, such dif-
ference is not found in the present study. In many early studies, mother's behavior and
her child-rearing practices were often made the major focus of attentlon (Bayley & Sch—
aefer, 1060; Sears et al, 1945, 1953, 1956 1957, Yarrow, 1960). That tendency is based
on the assumption that in the early years of a childs life, the influence of the mother is
probably oreater than that of the father. In the recent years, however, evidences seem to
suggest that the father s influence is equally Jmportant as that of the mol:her 's. Sears (1951)



-208-,~~§ ‘ é&%‘:uﬁ&%ﬁ

 found that ‘without a muscuhne model the 3 and 4- year-old boys from father-absent
homes mamfested sngmfxcantly less aggression in doll play than boys from a fater-present
: hoymes‘ After having revxewed the liferature on the topic of parental child-rearing prac-
tices and moral development, Hoffman (1963) found that father’s discipline emerged as
relatively unimportant in youne children but as taking on increased significance with older
ones. Chu (1975) found that father mcreasmgly played an lmportant role in the cogni-
five development of chxldren of dth to 6th graders From the results of Su and Chen's
study, the fathers alsq exterted oreat impact on the personal and social adjustment of
. adolescence. The réshlts of the present ‘study have brought to us further evidence that
the importance of the father in regard o }us mﬂuences on the development of the child
cannot be underestlmated or neglected ‘ ‘
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