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Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan, China.

ACTUAL AND PERCEIVED ATTITUDES OF
ADOLESCENTS AND ADULTS TOWARD CONTEMPORARY ISSUES:
A Study of the “Generation Gap” in Chinese Society

CHUN-HSING CHANG

ABSTRACT

‘The purpose of the study was to investigate the phenomenon of ‘‘generation gap”’ in
modern Chinese society. A questionaire of 50 statements concerning contemporary issues was
administered to an adolescent grbup of 640 high school and college students and an adult group
of 74 parents and high school teachers. The subjects were asked first to respond to each sta-
tement in terms of their own attitudes, and second to respond in terms of how they expected
other group would to answer the same statement. The mean findings were: (1) Significant
generational attitudes differences were found in the samples on 5 out of 50 statements in terms

" of their own actual attitudes. (2) In the respect of perceived attitudes, significant differences
were found in the samples on 15 out of 50 statements, The results indicated that both the adults
and adolescents tended to be traditionally oriented. The concept of “generation gap” has been
overemphasized in our society.





