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Abstract

In February 2021, Xi Jinping declared a “complete victory” in China’s
battle against poverty, marking the achievement of the difficult task of
eradicating absolute poverty. For a long time, the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) has consistently mobilized its administrative system and invested
resources to improve the living conditions and economic circumstances of
impoverished populations. However, as the approach shifted from “poverty
reduction” and “poverty alleviation” to Xi Jinping’s “poverty eradication,”
the political significance of poverty governance increased. The CCP needed
to use it to reinforce the legitimacy of its rule. Xi Jinping’s stance on poverty
governance differs from that of his predecessors. He believes that the root
cause of contemporary poverty in China lies in unequal distribution rather
than underdevelopment. His approach emphasizes “empowering” the poor by
directly channeling resources to impoverished households, believing that this
will effectively address the problem of absolute poverty in Chinese society.

This paper argues that Xi Jinping’s understanding of poverty in China has
shifted the CCP’s stance on poverty governance from partial poverty reduction
and alleviation to comprehensive poverty eradication. Due to his insistence on
centralized power, poverty governance in China has moved away from relying
on adjusting the economic structure to increase income, to instead on adopting
an approach dominated by administrative intervention and data management in
the form of “targeted poverty alleviation.” This study seeks to clarify how Xi
Jinping’s political directives during his tenure have influenced national policy.
Using the CCP’s “targeted poverty alleviation” campaign as a case study, the
research explains how Xi Jinping’s personal political beliefs have become a key
variable in public administration and how the centralized model of power he
adopted has become the main mechanism for policy implementation.

Keywords: Distribution, Targeted Poverty Alleviation, “Xi Jinping
Thought”, Poverty Eradication, Absolute Poverty
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