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Rethinking the Implementation of Taiwan’s Current

Character and Moral Education in Light of Xunzi’s

Thought on “Transform Human Nature by Human
Activity (Huaxing giwei)”

Yen-Yi Lee’

Abstract

This paper aims to unpack the insights of Xunzi’s thought from
“transforming human nature by human activity (Huaxing giwei)” and its
implications for the implementation of character and moral education
in Taiwan. The author illustrates the core essence of Xunzi’s thought by
explicating the notions of mind-heart (xin), nature (xing), teacher and ritual,
and exploring their interrelationships. These four notions are then used as
elements to review Taiwan’s current character and moral education, with a
specific focus on the Guidelines for Facilitating Character and/or Moral
Education Programs. Building upon this examination, the author further
investigates the strategies proposed by the Guidelines for implementing
character and moral education. By doing so, the implications of Xunzi’s
thought for the current implementation of Taiwan’s character and moral
education are examined. However, the author also identifies two points of
deficiency in the related policy. Firstly, the curriculum of Taiwan’s current
teacher education lacks courses specifically designed to cultivate the capacity
of pre-service teachers to conduct character and moral education in the
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classroom. Secondly, it neglects to provide a clear illustration of human
nature and an ideal image of a citizen.
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