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Exploring at Ying Bojue depth psychology and
his friendship and power relationship with Ximen
Qing from the jokes in Jin Ping Mei Ci Hua

Chou, Ying-Hsiu

Project Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese Literature,

National Chiayi University

Abstract

The relationship between Hsi-men Ch’ing and Ying Bojue were nominal brothers
as well as master and servant.

Consequently, Hsi-men Ch’ing should have had higher authority over Ying
Bojue, but many cases have shown the absurd arrogation of Ying Bojue and the indul-
gent and tolerant attitude of Hsi-men Ch’ing. The reason lying behind this seemingly
balanced relationship perhaps could be uncovered through their humorous interaction.

Chin P’ing Mei depicted loads of wine-and-dine scenes interwoven with jokes;
among which, Ying Bojue was adept at telling jokes and he always could take good
advantage of joke strategies in non-equivalent power relationships. Apart from telling
jokes, Ying Bojue was adaptive for creating joyful atmosphere with his resourceful.
The current study primarily examined the jokes and drollery of Ying Bojue and
analyzed his personality.

The study results lead us to understand the joking context between Ying Bojue and

Hsi-men Ch'ing, and further provide deeper insights for the relationship between them.

Key word:  Chin P’ing Mei Ci Hua, Ying Bojue, Hsi-men Ch’ing, Joke, Power Relationship
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