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On Pao Chao’s “Meihualuo”

Chu, Sherman™

( Abstract )

While readers of the middle and modern ages have different imaginations
about plum (mei #§), Pao Chao’s “Meihualuo” should not be taken as plain and
facile as it is acknowledged now. By scrutinizing texts from pre-Chin period to the
Sui Dynasty, the article is trying to indicate that, it is crucial to distinguish plum
flowers from plum fruits in realizing the word “plum” used in works of this period.
Plum flowers at the time served to foreshadow spring rather than winter, and were
taken slight and fragile, and thus were not viewed as the symbol of royalty. “Plum”,
if referring to plum flowers, accordingly did not belong to those “withering not in
chilly winter.” Before the East Jin Dynasty, almost every work mentioning plum in
its positive sense referred to plum fruits, which was used to symbolize
distinguished officials. It was not until the Southern Liang Dynasty did plum
flowers start to attract literati of the middle and upper stratums with the traits
formerly despised. [ am convinced that this nuance is of great significance and
serves to gain a picture of the consequential cultural changes of the time. With such
an understanding and pertinent comprehension on Pao Chao’s biographical
information and other works, we are able to conclude that Meihualuo, which was
accomplished in the middle Southern Liu Song and whose theme was to self-mock
as well as to express contempt, used plum as the emblem of those derided, rather

than that of the idea of self-appraisal.

Keywords : Pao Chao , plum flowers , plum fruits
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