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Lodging in Peace While Waiting for the
Decree of Heaven: A Study of the Thoughts and
Actions of the T ang Poet Pai Chu-yi (772-846 AD)

Chan, Chiu-ming*

( Abstract )

It is a common theory that the Wu Yuanheng incident in 805 AD marks a
turning point in the poet Pai Chu-yi's life attitude and behavior. However, I would
argue that the poet's life philosophy was consistent and there was no change as far
his life philosophy is concerned. If one insists on talking about change, it is the
several years that he served as a Reminder of the Throne that he had "changed",
and not because of the incident.

Such a phenomena of apparent change in action but consistency in life
philosophy is found not only in Bai Juyi, but in most traditional Chinese
intellectuals. The paper hopes to clear a common misconception about the
thought and behavior of traditional Chinese intellectuals among whom Pai Chu-yi
was a typical example. It will also make use of a modern idea of self-concept in
its analysis.

Keywords . Helping the World, Self-Preservation, Wu Yuanheng Incident,
Concepts of “Talent, Position and Time” , Waiting for Degree of
Heaven
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