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A Collative Report on Tsang Yung's
Pai-ching-t'ang Collection

CHEN Hung-Sen*

Abstract

Tsang Yung (1767-1811) was one of the representative scholars of Ch'ien-lung and Chia-ching
Textual Criticism. He studied the Chinese Classics with Lu Wen-tsao, and furthered his studies
thanks to his friendship with Ts'ien Ta-hsin, Tuan Yii-ts'ai. As he specialized in the commentaries,
collation, and compilation of texts, he was invited by Juan Yiian to be the editor-in-chief of Ching
Chi Tstian Ku (The Compilation and Commentaries of Works on the Chinese Classics). When Juan
worked on his Shih San Ching Chiao Kan Chi (Collative Reports of the Thirteen Classics), he was
again entrusted with the position of a co-editor and in fact authored the collation reports on Chou Li,
Kung Yang, and Er Ya. He also compiled the Classics commentaries by Han Confucian scholars that
were previously considered lost, such as Mao Shih Ma Wang Wei (The Studies of Ma and Wang on
the Mao-annotated Shih Ching), Han Shih Yi Shou (The Residuals of Han's Annotations on Shih
Ching), and Er Ya Han Chu (Han Annotations on Er-Ya). His work was respected by scholars of his

time.

Tsang 's five-volume Pai-ching-t'ang Collection for the most part investigated the interpretation
of the Classic texts, and offered valuable information on the scholarship of the Ch'ien-lung and

Chia-ch'ing periods. Yet this work was not published until 1930, when Tsung Shun-nien published a

* Research, The Institute of History and Philology
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Collection in Four Treasuries [SsuKu C hiian S hu]) again collected a p hotocopy edition of the
Yeh's manuscript and occasioned a wider circulation. The scribe of that manuscript, however, was
short of proof readings and produced numerous errors and caveats, and Tsang himself also made
errors. I have made about four hundred corrections. to this edition, each referring to the page and line
number of the Hsii Hsiu Ssu Ku Chiian Shu, so as to make it easy for readers to correct their copies.

1 hope it will be of some help to the readers of Tsang's works.

Key Words: Tsang Yung Pai-ching-t'ang Collection  collation »

Ch'ien-lung and Chia-ching Textual Criticism



