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- The Discussion on the Format of

Historical Works in Shi-Qi-Shi-Shang-Que

Shi Jian-xiong*

(Abstract)

Almost every prominent historians in ancient China paid much attention to criticizing and
concluding the gain and loss about the format of historical works. Wang Ming-sheng, as one
of the most outstanding representative characters of the Qianjia School, especially attached
much importance to this point. As he researched the format of historical works, Wang not only
put stress on flexible exertion of biographic styles about emperors and other historical characters,
but also dedicated to the improvement on the methods of historical writing such as Shu, Zhi,
Lun and Zan. At the same time, he also made use of concrete historical facts and historians’
writing thoughts to discuss the structures of historical works. What’s most important and
valuable is that Wang not only emphasized the structure of historical works but also insisted on
not being confined by it, that reflected his simple dialectic and flexible methods. So it is
because of those that what’s done by him is still worth studying, inheriting and developing up to

the present.

Keywords: Wang Ming-sheng, Shi-Qi-Shi-Shang-Que, the format of Historical Works, Styles of ‘

Historical Works, Structures of Historical Works
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