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The Metaphor of Guan-Yin In

“Nian-Yu-Guan-Yin”

Tsai, Miao-Chen”

[Abstract]

Metaphors are the common rhetoric skills in the literary work, used to
circuitously express the deep meaning of the literary work. Only sometimes the
meaning is too vague to seize.

In “Nian-Yu-Guan-Yin”, a fiction of Song Dynasty, the characters’ lives started
to mix up with each other when Guan-Yin ( a status of Goddess of Mercy carved from
jade in this fiction ) appeared. We believe that there are some profound meanings for
this arrangement. This article excavates the metaphor of Guan-Yin by comparing the
different spirit and image of Guan-Yin between folk belief of Song Dynasty and
“Nian-Yu-Guan-Yin”, tracing the plots and analyzing the ending poem of the fiction.

The metaphor of this fiction is that sometimes God could not change what
human nature done. Guan-Yin is merciful, benevolent, compassionate, wise, and t
ruthful. Mankind has a basic need for religion because there is a weaker side to the
human nature. Though human nature is hardly changed, each human being has a weak
and needy part of their soul that can be bought, therefore, it’s human being himself

decides his own fortune.

Keywords: metaphor, Nian-Yu-Guan-Yin, Guan-Yin ( Goddess of Mercy ) , superhuman, passions
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