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Spirit in Tradition——The Relationship of
Chu Shi and His Masters in View of His

Poetry and Prose Works
Lin, Jia-Rong"

[Abstract]

The achievements of Chu Shi’s life-work and the orientation of his thoughts
were heavily influenced by his masters. In his early years, Chu Shi had learned from
Liu Dzi Huey, Liu Mien Zhi and Hu Hsien. It was the early influences of these three
teachers and his father that shaped the Confucian spiritual urge of the young Chu Shi.

But it was Li Tong who was mainly responsible for consolidating Chu Shi’s
choosing Confucian spiritual tradition instead of others as his spiritual vocation.

The author of this paper utilizes more of his poems and prose to illustrate and
substantiate the relationship between his masters and himself. Poems and prose are
more personal and intimate than official articles and philosophical discussions as
genres, thus they are of higher hermeneutical values to reveal the in-depth personality
of Chu Shi.

Keywords : Chu Shi’s Poetry and Prose, Liu Dzi Huey, Liu Mien Zhi, Hu Hsien, Li Tong
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