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A critical evaluation of Pi Xirui’s claim, made
in his "History of Classical Scholarship”, that
two major characteristics of Qing dynasty
classical studies were inherited from the Han

Zhou Mei-hwa"

[Abstract]

In his “History of Classical Scholarship”, Pi Xirui ascribes the resurgence of classical scholarship
in the Qing dynasty to the revival of two academic traditions from the Han: “propagation of jiafa” ({8
%1E) and “fidelity to zhuanmen traditions” (SFmE[™). The way Pi defines these concepts, however,
is different for the Han and Qing dynasties. Han scholars strictly adhered to the core teachings of
their schools of thought, and they concentrated their work on a particular classical text. Qing scholars,
on the other hand, were not only free to step outside the boundaries of their teachers, but could also
explore more than one text. Furthermore, Pi uses the term zhuanmen inconsistently—sometimes he
uses it to refer to a third-generation sub-school, while at other times he equates it with jiafa, a
second-generation school.

In the Qing, as long as a scholar based his thought on Han-era classical scholarship and attracted
enough students, his thought was considered a zhuanmen. This paper shows that the doctrine of
“propagation of jiafa” was not a special characteristic of the Han and Qing—after all, Qing scholars
had no end of praise for Zheng Xuan’s notes on the classics, but they directly violated the teachings of
his teacher and jiafa.

Qing classical scholars quoted from their Han predecessors merely to provide support for their
ideas or correct the Han scholars’ errors—in other words, for textual research purposes, not to show
that they had “inherited”” Han traditions.

Pi’s “tradition revival” hypothesis is not only untrue, it’s often essentially no different from the
“contention among schools” that he opposes. The main purpose of this paper is to analyze how Pi
defines the aforementioned two aspects of Han classical scholarship so that his claims can be put to the
test. I also discuss briefly how the resurgence of Qing classical scholarship is related to Han and Song

studies.

* Lecturer, Department of Chinese Literature, Hsuan Chuang University.
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