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The Sarcasm, paradigm, and Creation
of the “Sigh of the Lichee” of Su Shih

Liu, Chao-Ming"

[Abstract]

Su Shih’s “Sigh of the Lichee” is the most famous poem of hi Hui-chou period. The idea derived
from Tu Fu and Su exhausted the possibilities by changing the contribution of the lichee to that of tea
and flower. He slyly changed his target of sarcasm from the corrupted emperors and ministers of Han
and Tang dynasties to the corrupted ones of his era. He even pointed out their names without
camouflage. By so doing, he earned sincere praise from later generateons.

The artistic skills and the philosophical connotations of the “Sigh of Lichee” went beyond the
same kind of poetry by the Tang and Sung writers and established a new paradigm for the genre.

Due to the limitation of the nature of my study, this paper only deals with the subject of blaming
the corrupted. I will examine the related historical events in the first place and then prove the
truthfulness of the events by lay out the related poems.

It is my hope the this paper will illuminate the significance of this particular poem and throw

some light on future studies.

Key words: Su Shih (#fi&,) , Ou-yang Hsiu (BRE5fE ) , Ting Wei (T2F) , Ts’ai Hsiang (#55€) |
Chien Wei-yian (&M ) , The Emperor Ch’e of Sung (%’ﬁ%ﬂ’ ), Lichee, Tea.

" Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-sen University.



