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The Same-Title Poetry Competition and
the Development of the Incomplete
Aesthetics of Poetry in the Song Dynasty:

Using “The Picture of Yang-Guan” and “The
Sequel of Beauties’ Singing” as Examples.

Chang, Kao-Ping”

[Abstract]

To write poems under the same title in competition is not only a trend but also a fashion among
the poets in the Song Dynasty. To explore this literary moment, the present paper will mainly discuss
“The Picture of Yang-Guan” and “The Sequel of Beauties’ Singing” from The Complete Collection of
Poems in the Song Dynasty because they serve excellent examples to the development of the unfinished
aesthetics of the poem-written painting during this period. At first, Li Gong-Ling drew “The Picture
of Yang-Guan” with a little romantic poem on it. The poetic feelings and pictorial images in this
poem-painting end up bringing the best in each other, a very successful combination. Accordingly,
this work of art powerfully inspires nine famous poets—Su Sung, Su Shr, Huang Ting-Jian, Su Che,
Chang Shuen-Min, Shie Guo, Wang Juo, Lou Yau and Yan Tsan. They continue to write poems to
interpret this poem-painting in order to develop the incomplete aesthetical aspects of the work. For
instance, inspired by Du Fu’s “Beauties’ Singing,” Su Shr writes “The Sequel of Beauties’ Singing” to
describe the twice-told-tale-like tedious life of the aristocratic lady who is the man figure in the
painting “Stretch Back and Yawn” drawn by Jou Fang. The inspiration ripples continue to move even
further. Five poets—Han Jiu, Jiang Te-Li, Yang Wan-li, Kao Shr-Dei and Jau Shan-Jang—decided to
follow Su Shr and compete each other by writing new poems on the same subject and painting. In the
end, they successfully dig out the various aesthetic values hidden behind this poem-painting, some
writes about the unexpressed sorrow of the lady while others write political parodies of the painting.
In truth, the uniqueness and success of Song-Dynasty poetry is its relentless effort to develop
something left unsaid and unfinished in the early works of art from different perspectives—similar to

what is called “reception theory” or “reception aesthetics” in the contemporary literary theory. In

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Cheng Kung University.



262 =T - By

brief, my contention is that the same-title poetry competition lays the cornerstone to the significant
development of the incomplete aesthetics of the early poetry in the Song dynasty. In order to become
outstanding followers, poets in this period have to find out the “aesthetic lacuna” of an early work first
in order to work out something new and noteworthy thereby making their unique contribution to it.
Jin De-Ying in the Ching Dynasty rightly pointed out, “[T]he successors must have something superior
to the predecessors. Otherwise, there is really no need to redo the early works.” Indeed, the
same-title poetry competition, which successfully redeems the hidden aesthetic values of the early

poetry in the Song Dynasty, is surely an excellent instance here.

Key Words: the Song-Dynasty poetry, the same-title poetry competition, the incomplete aesthetics, the

picture of Yang-Guan, the sequel of Beauties’ Singin



