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The Personality Paradigm and Artistic
Creativity of Su Shih’s tz’u on Wild
Goose

Liu, Chao-ming"

[Abstract]

Su Shih’s pu-shuan-tzu on wild goose was composed on his deposition to
Huang-chou. This poem takes wild geese symbolize his experience on the case of
Wau-tai, his loneliness, his resentment, and his persistence. In this poem, he describes
the spirit of the wild goose, not his form, and uses literary metaphor in expressing his
deep feelings. The most admired caesura was the ending where Su Shih wrote a lonely
goose’s persistence to symbolize his own purity in a time of chaos. This artistic
technique was never used by any other poet before and is worthy of our attention.

This article delves into the related historical events to confirms Su Shih’s literary
expressions. It is the expectation of this author that through this thorough study Su

Shih’s intention will be known to the literary world.

Keywords: Su Shih, tz’u on goose, Huang-chou, the case of Wu-tai

* Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Sun Yat-Sen University.
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