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Reflection on the Puzzle of Justice Between
Generations : The Paradox of [ Non-Identity

Problem |

Chun-Hong Chen

The recent revival of ethical theory has led philosophers and
political theorists to think hard about justice between
generations.Their important task is toclarify and articulate the values
and principles which underlie our obligations to the future generations.

One of puzzling theoritical problem is how to deal with the
ontological ststus of future individuals.It is a challenging task to
provide a smooth and coherent theory which captures all of our
pre-refective intutions about what we owe the future.

Because the contingencies of personal 1identity complicate the
assement of human interests across generational boundaries.We would
ordinarily assume that a person can be harmed only be being made worse
off than that person would otherwise be.But when we deal with the
interests of future possible people this assumption breaks down, for many
of the actions that would apparently produce harms also affect whether
a person will come into existence at all.We can no longer say about the
apparently harmful action that the persons harmed are worse off than
they otherwise would have been.This is what Parfit“s " Non-identity
problem; .Anumber of writers has suggested that " non-identity problem
is one of very puzzling theoritical problems.

This papers deals in the main with the "non-identity problem; and
more briefly with respect to various other problems and paradoxes

(e.g.,the Repugnant Conclusion)with which Parfit grapples.



keywords:justice, generations, personal identity, Parfit, Harm principle,

non-identity problem.



