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Eros, Alienation and Violence——on
Diseases and Therapy in Q1 Deng
Sheng’s “ A Psychopath”

Hsia Yi-ling"

[Abstract]

The metaphor of “disease” sheds light on issues of social culture and the status of
individual existence as it is one significant link in modern issues. In terms of
“Psychiatric Patients,” this text tries to raise one question why Qi Deng Sheng selects
“Psychiatric Patients” as the metaphor of modern people’s existence in
the“disease/medical therapy?” How will the metaphor of “disease/medical therapy” be
presented through the narration of the novel? How will Qi Deng Sheng, who is good at
incorporating himself into the writing and intends to achieve self-realization in his
writings, explore the “world of his inner life” through “Psychiatric Patients?”
Furthermore, in the context of interpreting the meaning of existence for those who lead
rich life, will the author’s elaboration of “psychiatric diseases” and “psychiatric
patients” enlighten us?

In the novel, Che-Sheng Lai, the leading role, seeks medial therapy, and we will
see the outlook of his inner life: disorientation, having no fixed abode, aloofness and
alienation, and refusal. The scene of wasteland lacking passion also gives an
embodiment of calling on a thirst for man’s “inner therapy”: seeking orientation and
abode and having a recovery to have exchanges with people. What involved in such
medical therapy not only will focus on Lai’s disease, but the prevalent diseases modern

people will suffer. In such context, “medical therapy” will ultimately emphasize the
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therapy on the passion of intentionality, rather than the one on the symptoms of diseases.
We will be led to the mind of self existence through such metaphor of diseases, thus

exactly embodying the profundity of the interpretation

Keywords: Disease, Medical Therapy, Writing, Qi Deng Sheng, Psychiatric Diseases,
Metaphor, Alienation
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