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Considering the Questions of Position
and Orientation in writings of Kong

Guang-Sen

Yang, Ji-Xiang"

[Abstract]

Kong Guang-Sen (3'“?_[% » 1752~1786 A.C.) was a famous scholar in the
Qian-Jia period of Ching dynasty. He was not only the disciple of the great
scholars—Dai Dong-yan (ESfl'Fl) and Zhuang Cun-Yu (%% ) | especially he
was the 68™ lineal descendant of Confucius. His literary works majored in Classicism ,
and “Gong-Yang Tong-Yi” ( * 5 jfj3 ) was his representative writing.

Mr.Qian Bin-Si (£2%PY) had said that new text Confucianism school in the late
Ching dynasty had suggestion in morality according to the “Gong-Yang Jie-Gu” ( ¥
ﬁﬁ% ) written by He Xiu ({f7 {#*) ,but Mr.Qian emphasized that Kong Guang-Sen was
specially full of his personal style not like He Xiu. In He Xiu’s thoughts, the changing
dynasty ~ the changing vocabulary ~ and the changing proposition of civilization were the
subjects in Ch’un-Ch’iu Studies( f‘,ﬂ’ 2. But Kong Guang-Sen had different thoughts.
According to the saying of great historian Si-Ma Qian (F{JR%}E&) “ The value of
Ch’un-Ch’iu , The paragon of morality” , Kong insisted that naturism ( =-jfi)~authority

(= ) ~and humaneness ( * ‘l‘ﬁ ) were the objective of the Ch’un-Ch’iu Studies. As
the disciple of Zhuang Cun-Yu , Kong’s perspective in Gong-Yang Studies was earlier
than the other Gong-Yang scholars in the Qian-Jia period of Ching dynasty. So Pi
Xi-Rui ( Flzfﬂ?ﬁ ) admired him for the innovation he made by himself and the

* Associate Professor, Department of Chinese , National Sun Yat-sen University.
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influences to late scholars. It’s a pity that Kong Guang-Sen died in 35 years old. Up to
now , the scholarly researches in Kong’s studies focus on Phonology, and Kong’s
achievement in classicism and contribution towards the morality of Confucianism are
still ignored.

Now my research plan to focus on Kong’s achievement in classicism and
contribution towards the morality of Confucianism. According to the analysis of
Source™ Gong-Yang ”,my literary works can settle the disputes about the convergence
and divergence of Kong Guang-Sen’s and He Xiu’s thoughts, and make Kong’s studies
get right position in the history of Classicism. Furthermore, the results of my works will
supply new perspective to the Classicism Research of Ching dynasty. That is, the new
text Confucianism “Ch’ang-chou Gong-Yang school” in the late Ching dynasty must be

criticized afresh.

Keywords : Kong Guang-Sen ~ He Xiu ~ subjects in Ch’un-Ch’iu Studies * suggestion in
morality ~ the Ch’ang-chou Gong-Yang school
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