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The Early Development of Taizhou
School—A Study of Wang Gen, Wang
Dong and Wang Bi

Huang, Shu-Ling*

[Abstract]

According to the past studies, emphasizing daily life and neglecting moral conduct
is the general impression of Taizhou School. This conclusion seems undoubted but
actually contradictive. For example, Wang Gen— the founder of Taizhou School-said
study itself shall be happy and effortless but at the same time he demanded strict
self-scrutiny. Among Wang Gen’s students, Wang Dong emphasized real moral
practice while Wang Bi claimed unconstraint of human nature. Wang Yangming said
natural moral conscience guides our behavior, but Wang Gen asserted external moral
principle is safer for an initiate. These issues urge us rethinking the character of Taizhou
School. To clarify Huainan Wangs’ (i.e. Wang Gen, Wang Dong and Wang Bi)
thinking then becomes the critical task. In this paper, we discuss their researching focus
and academic connection. We conclude that different from his teacher Wang Yangming,
Wang Gen’s theory is based on ‘self-examination’ but not ‘self-awareness’. Wang
Dong succeeded Wang Gen’s theory and proposed an internal discipline to solve
contradiction between Wang Gen and his teacher. Meanwhile, Wang Bi developed
Wang Gen’s happiness theory and tended to talk about emptiness, which formed the

general impression of Taizhou School, but also created a new wave of Taizhou School.

Keywords: Taizhou School, Huai Nan Wangs, Wang Gen, Wang Dong, Wang Bi

* Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese, National Hsin-chu University of Education.
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