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The Forgotten Literati of “Qing-Tan”:
New Image of Xie Lingun

Lin ,Yu-tiao’

( Abstract )

The poems of Xie Lingyun are of great philosophy, which are much like
“Qing-Tan” on papers and are the general characteristics of the study of Xie Lingyun.
However, as one of the literati of Qing-Tan, his brilliance and genius have never been
disclosed. This paper reviews related literatures and indicates that Xie Lingyun
inherited his family tradition, mastered all kinds of learning such as metaphysics and
Buddhism, improved himself through discussions with famous Buddhist monks and
scholars, and was the best literatus of Qing-Tan at that time. Xie Lingyun’s brilliance
could be concretely expressed by his discussions with his friends over Bian Zong. Bian
Zong Lun not only was an issue of “Whether the Sage can be Learned” and “How to
Learn from the Sage” in debate over metaphysics during Liu Sung Period, but also a
record of “Kou-Tan” and “Bi-Tan” in Qing-Tan. Xie Lingyun’s ability of Qing-Tan
could totally be revealed through his replies to charges. Qing-Tan also brought a lot of
political profits to Xie Lingyun. Since the Emperor Wu Di and Emperor Wen Di were
obsessed with Qing-Tan and admired his talents in it, they tolerated his behavior that
harmed his official fazhen. This study not only reveals the unknown image of Xie
Lingyun but also comprehensively demonstrates his life story, which could be

practically beneficial for probing the study of Xie.

Keywords: Xie Lingyun, Qing-Tan, Bian Zonf Lun, Liu Sung

* Department of Chinese, National Chengchi University.
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