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The Modern State, Citizenship, and the Intimate Life: A Case Stu-
dy of Taiwan’s Glorious Citizens and their Mainland Wives

Antonia Chao
Department of Sociology, Tunghai University

It was towards the end of the Chinese Civil War of 1946-49 that the
Nationalist (KMT) government attempted to counteract its military failures
by means of recruiting involuntarily people from the rural areas of the Ma-
inland. This cadre of seized rural soldiers were generally and commonly
referred to as ‘snatched soldiers.” Throughout the 50s, marriage to these
‘snatched soldiers’ was legally forbidden by the KMT's Taiwan- based
government- in-exile for the purpose of maintaining national security. The
result of this enforced provision was that for the next fifty years thereafter
the majority of this cadre of ‘snatched soldiers” (now officially singled out
as ‘glorious citizens’), remained unmarried and were derogatorily referred
to by all and sundry as ‘old singles’. The lifting of Martial Law (1987)
paved the way for them to visit their families on the Mainland. But quite
a few of them had married local women and built family lives for them-
selves for the first time. Such marriages signal the first wave of ‘cross-stra-
it marriages’ over the past decade.

This paper, through an analysis of the intimate life styles of the ‘old
singles’ over the past five decades, seeks to explore the intimate relation-
ship between the modern state and its citizens. Through an examination
of po-tentially violent relationships between these “glorious soldiers’ and
their Mainland wives, the paper attempts to highlight the significance of
both class and male fertility that underlies the formation of an emerging
social stratification of these ‘Mainland Brides’ as they have now come to
be known by the society at large.

Keywords: Mainland bride, citizenship, cultural citizenship, intimate citi-
zenship, sexual contract
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