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Investigation of chronic arsenic poisoning caused by burning high
arsenic coal

Objectives: To investigate of chronic arsenic poisoning (CAP) in a certain area in Guizhou.

Methods: To interview residents living in high incidence villages and the residents were not

living in high arsenic coal area are control. Results: The results showed that 199 villagers in 42

villages suffered from chronic arsenic poisoning by using this coal in daily life. Exploitation of

high arsenic coal and burning coal cause severe environmental arsenic pollution including air,

food. The polluted air and food were the main arsenic intake channels. Along with the typical

arsenic dyspigmentation, arsenic keratosis and arsenic cancer were found. Majority of those cases

had symptoms and sign of several organs is different degrees. Conclusions: The prophylactic and

therapeutic measures were suggested according to the pathogenesis of the disease. We suggest that

it is important to remember monitoring the quantity of arsenic coal outside the arsenic coal mining

area. (Chin J Public Health. (Taipei): 1999;18(suppl 1):63-66)
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