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A Study on Liu Dingzhi’s scholarship
on the use of diagrams in the
commentarial tradition of Changes
during the Ming Dynasty
Chen, Rui- Hong"

[Abstract]
Liu Dingzhi acknowledged that the diagrams of the Changes had been devised

before the judgement statements came into being. Following Zhu Xi’s format adopted in
the Zhouyi Benyi (The Basic Meaning of the Changes of Zhou), Liu placed the
xian-hou-tian explanatorydiagrams in front of the commentary to the Zhouyi and
established the hexagram and line statements together with the explanatory
diagrams for the Commentary on the Changes . Liu has been the first scholar on the
Changes to interpret the 64 hexagrams with the help of diagrams since Zheng Dongging
constructed these in the Southern Song dynasty. While Zheng emphasized the
“xiangshu” (images and numbers) approach, Liu gave a comprehensive explanation of
the meanings of 6 yao with diagrams and specified the meaning of each hexagram. By
understanding the contents of the Tuan zhuan (Judgment Commentary) and by adopting
Cheng Yi’s and Zhu Xi’s approaches, Liu created a new method for interpreting the
Zhouyi with gua-de, gua-xiang, gua-ti, and gua-bian. Liu" s theory is rich in contents:
he starts with following the basic gua-de and gua-xiang of Shuogua, never making any
new additions to the images .He then discusses the application of the yin and yang as
well as the of the yao-xiang theories, ending on the interpretation of Yili. Focussing on
Liu’s Zhouyi Tushi, the present study explores Liu’s views on the xian-hou-tian
eplanatorydiagrams, his interpretation of the 64 Hexagrams with the help of diagrams,
the contents of his Tushuo, and the significance of the scholarship on the Changes in his
time.

* Distinguished Professor, Department of Chinese Literature , National ChengChi University.
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