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A NORTHWESTERN CHINESE DIALECT AT THE END
OF THE 12TH CENTURY

(Abstract)
Hwang-cherng Gong

This paper attempts to reconstruct initial consonants of a Northwestern Chinese
dialect at the end of the 12th century on the basis of Chinese-Tangut transcriptions
in the Chang—ckung—chu (The Pearl in the Palm), a Chinese-Tangut vocabulary
compiled by Ku-le Mao-ts’ai in 1190. Methodological problems involved in the
reconstruction are briefly discussed in chapter II. Chapter III deals with individual
initial consonants. Chapter IV summarizes the sound changes from Middle Chinese

(600 A. D.) to the dialect (12th cen. A. D.). Altogether 22 initial consonants

are reconstructed for the dialect in this paper:

p ph m/mb f w
t th n/nd | 1

k kh ~ n/ng X

ts tsh s

ts tsh - n/ndz § z ]
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