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Interpretaion of the Character Mu 4% in
the Yinxu Oracle-Bone Inscriptions
Concerning Hunting
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(Shanghai) International Cultural Exchange School of FuDan University

Abstract

The character mu (%) in the Yinxu oracle-bone inscriptions has a special usage
as a verb related to hunting, which cannot be explained by its original or extended
meanings. The object of the verb is often zAi (£, pheasant), which is the target of the
hunt. Based on this and the pronunciation of mu (4%), this paper suggests that the mu
(#) should be read as the word mei (&, pheasant net). The verb mei (%) in the oracle
bone inscriptions refers to “using a pheasant net to catch pheasants” and occasionally

it is also used in a generalized sense to mean “using a net to catch deer”.

Keyword: Yinxu Oracle-Bone Inscriptions, mu (4%); verb related to hunting, mei

(&), pheasant net
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