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The Discussion of Rotation Farming System
in Shang Dynasty Based on NO.29004
Oracle
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Abstract

The rotation farming system can be proved by the oracle No.29004, which
presents as “55 [#&] FEEH » A2 X (H) [F] - 59E (B0 & (&) HIH
# > 52N (7 ) 4. The character ?; can be interpreted as “7Z”, that can read as
“rou (Z%)” which means soft farmland, equivalent to “she” (£5) in “zi -she-xin” (&525
¥7) farming system in zhou dynasty. The oracle proves that, according to land fertility,
farmland in shang dynasty can be divided into old field (E5[H), zi tian (&5 H]) and soft
field (Z2H). And it is the specific content of rotation farming system in shang synasty.
In the process of the old field (E2H]) and zi tian (£5H]) turns into soft field (ZEH),
weeding, applying fertilizer, trenching and ridging are necessary. We agree to
Xuzhong Shu ((RHEF) that “FHH” can be interpreted as “fgHH”, which means
applying fertilizer. The oracle No0.9480 “J&* (FE) A2 > /55 (%) H” means
after sufficient fertilizer is applied to the barren land by means of organic fertilizer

and plant ash, the land will be leveled and furrows and ridges will be dug.

Keyword: rotation farming system, “zi-she-xin” (85257), soft land (), apply
fertilizer (J*H)
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