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On the Interpretation of the Phrase Fu X Zi
YueY (%7 ¥ -F B ¥) in Oracle Bone
Inscriptions

Yao Xuan

(Shang Hai) Associate Professor of International Cultural Exchange School of FuDan University

Abstract

The phrase fu X xi yue Y (4miFHZH) in Shang oracle bone inscriptions has
nothing to do with the custom of divining proper names for ladys’ children, but rather
should be understood as a noun phrase meaning “the child of Lady X whose name is
Y.” The fu tuo zi yue gin ruo (7% FHE3) and the fu tuo zi wang ruo (fF%F1T
#5) are both divination statements about whether someone will be favorable. The
difference is that the former statement gives the name of Lady Tuos’s child while the
latter does not. The fu ning(?) zi yue zhi (4F6i—FHEY) and the fu tuo zi yue lin (472
FH ) should be seen as abbreviated commands, both of which are paired with one
or more command statements. It is most likely that these two statements divined about

the circumstances of zhi and lin respectively.
Keyword: Zi (F)group oracle bone inscriptions; fu X xi yue Y (ZwiF-HH); the

custom of divining proper names for ladys’ children; abbreviated

statements
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