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An Interpretation and Exploration of the
Inscription on Hu Ding

Lin Sheng-chien

Department of Oriental Language and Literature,

Tzu Chi University

Abstract

Hu Ding is an important bronzeware of the Western Zhou Dynasty, known for
documenting judicial cases. Building upon previous studies, this research compares
the differences between several handed-down rubbings of inscriptions, reexamines the
writings on the bronzeware, and analyzes significant characters and sentences.
Considering the rituals and cultural settings of the Western Zhou Dynasty, this
research establishes the relationship between the characters, event chronicles, and the

purpose of creation.

Keyword: Hu Ding, bronze inscriptions, character relationships, judicial proceedings
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