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The Character that Denotes Both the Words
Fan V. and Wei [& in Shang Oracle-bone
Inscriptions: An Example of Deciphering
“Characters” Based on “Words”

Chen Jian

(Shanghai) Center for Research on Chinese Excavated Classics and Paleography of

Fudan University

Abstract

The character ¢, which is generally transcribed as wei [&, occurs frequently in
Shang oracle-bone inscriptions. The decipherment of this character remains
questionable. By using a method of what we call “Determining the word before
deciphering the character,” this paper argues that the character in oracle-bone
inscriptions can be read as either fan JZ “to invade,” or wei [& “to round up,” and the

reasons for this are explained in detail.

Key words: Shang oracle-bone inscriptions, decipherment, fan (382) , wei ([&) ,
Janwei (Hi[E])
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