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A New Reconstruction of the Shanghai
Museum Bamboo Manuscript
“Kongzi shilun” (“A Discourse of Confucius
on the Odes”)
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(Singapore) Yale-NUS College

Abstract

It has been nearly two decades since the bamboo manuscript “Kongzi shilun”
(“A Discourse of Confucius on the Odes”), from volume 1 of Shanghai bowuguan
cang Zhanguo Chu zhushu, has seen the light of day. While a great many scholars
have already exhaustively studied this precious unearthed pre-imperial manuscript,
owing to the manuscript’s incompleteness and disarray, there still remain numerous
unresolved problems pertaining to strip order, character decipherment, and the reading
of individual graphs. The present article first recounts the current state of this
manuscript’s reconstruction and evaluates the various rearrangements proposed to
date by previous scholars, after which it presents the author’s own suggestions for
reconstruction and lays forth a new and fully annotated transcription, along with
several new alternate interpretations and readings for a number of the characters and

passages in question.

Key words: “Kongzi shilun”, Shanghai Museum Manuscripts, Shijing, Book of Odes,

Confucius, Poetry Discourse
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