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A discussion of Hong Liangji’s “Maoshi
Tianwen Kao” in Qing dynasty

Lee You-ju

Doctoral Student, Department of Chinese Literature, National
Cheng Kung University.

Abstract

“Maoshi Tianwen Kao” ({FE5H5ARN) | studies of astronomy in Shijing (54%) ) , wrote by Hong Liangji
a scholar from the Qing Dynasty. It is the first specialized book on astronomy in the history of the study of Shijing,
which not only collects the previous works on astronomy but also pioneers a new field of study on astronomy in
Shijing. However, except for the summaries provided in various books, most studies on astronomy in Shijing have
used this book as a reference material rather than focusing on specialized research. Therefore, this article focuses on
" Maoshi Tianwen Kao" by Hong Liangji. It first provides an overview of its versions and selects the better ones for
text analysis. In the process of searching for references, it is found that Hong Liangji has a certain plan for the study
of astronomy in Shijing, which involves one, two, and three levels of evidence, including various opinions on
astronomy. He is not limited to the Confucian classics, but also draws on astronomy, astrology, and Wei Books to
provide supporting evidence. He also has unique insights on the leap month and calendar revision based on his
knowledge of history and geography, and criticizes the so-called Han Confucianism scholars such as Dong
Zhongshu and Sima Qian, who were said to have overstepped their bounds in changing calendars. In addition, he
supplements the field of star distribution in the "Maoshi Pu" ({Ez5:L) , the genealogy of Shijing) by Zheng
Xuan, which can be described as a wide collection of knowledge to achieve completeness. However, in the process
of the research, he intentionally excluded the ideas of the Song Dynasty scholars, and there are often situations of
mixed citation, cross-references, and misquotations between different research sections. Overall, "Maoshi Tianwen
Kao" is not a long masterpiece, but it still stands as an excellent work of research on astronomy in Shijing due to
Hong Liangji's meticulous research efforts.
Key words: Maoshi Tianwen Kao ({E5FRKI%) , studies of astronomy in
Shijing ) , Hong Liangji, Shijing ({(FF&)) , Astronomy, Maoshi Pu
((EFFEL) |, the genealogy of Shijing)
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