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Participation and Cultivation of Citizenship:
A Reading of John Stuart Mill’s
Considerations on Representative

Government

Fu-Kien Chang”

If history does teach, then one of its lessons is that the rise or decline of a
political society depends upon the extent of its people’s abidance by the moral
rules, which are expressly or tacitly accepted by general consensus. The
development of industrialization and commercialism, together with the solid
shaping of representative democracy, are all syndromes of modernity of the
nineteenth century Britain. Accordingly the issues of social and political reforms,
and the elevating of civic virtues are the main theme of J. S. Mill’s
Considerations on Representative Government. This essay is an intensive study
of J. S. Mill’s political thought in historical context, focusing on Mill’s
proposals for ways of British political reform, making reference to the civic
virtues.

Key words: Mill, citizenship, representative democracy, Tocqueville,

township, athenian democracy
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