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lat to stroke in one direction with the closed hand, as a man’s arm or queue;
to bare the arm; to squeeze out with the hand, as blood; to milk. lut-leng, to
milk. lut-lin, to milk. lat-ni?, to milk. lat-chhia, to pull up one’s sleeve. lut
chhiu-kut, to pull up one’s sleeve. lut chhia-ng, to pull up one’s sleeve. lut-
chhit lut-kioh, to bare one’s arms and legs, as for fighting, or for hard or
dirty work. chhiu tioh-lut--khi-14i, bare your arm! lat--khi-14i, to bare, as the

arm. chhi@i-ng lut--loh-khi, let down the sleeve again.
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On the Reconstruction of Cognates of Zhen She
Division III Unrounded Rhyme in Common Min and
Its Phonological Strata

B X
Wu, Rui-wen

Abstract

In this paper, we discuss the proto forms of the Zhen She unrounded division
IIT rthyme in Common Min and the related issue of phonological strata. The Zhen
She unrounded division III rhyme includes two subtypes: Zhen rhyme and Yin
rhyme. Among them, the Zhen rhyme has the phenomena of ‘Chong Nit’ (redundant
syllable in the rhyme table). The cognates are small in number but rich in
phenomenon. According to Norman’s (1981) reconstruction of the Common Min
finals system, the forms related to the Zhen She unrounded division III rhyme in
Common Min include: *-in/*-it, *-on/*-ot and *-yn. This paper increases the number
of modern Min dialects used for comparison, and traces the phonetic forms of the
cognates of the Zhen She unrounded division III rhyme by the bottom-up method.
We point out: 1. *-on/*-at, *-in/*-it in Norman’s Common Min finals system are
acceptable. 2. From a comparative point of view, the final *-yn can be modified to
*-ton. 3. The group of finals -ian/*-iat should also be reconstructed in the Common
Min finals system. From the perspective of Chinese phonological history, four
phonological correspondences exist in the Zhen She unrounded division III rhyme of
Common Min, which roughly correspond to three different relative times: *-on/*-ot
is the earliest, *-ton/ *-iot is comparable to *-ion/*-ist, and *-in/*-it is the latest. In

addition, the difference of ‘Chéng Niu’ is preserved in Common Min, and its

Research Fellow, Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica
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phonological contrast is “IfI$R” *-ion: “fF#A> *-ion.

Keywords: Common Min, Zhen She division III unrounded rhyme, Chong

Nit, stratum, historical linguistics
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