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A Study of # fu and # bao
Li, Fu-yan*

Abstract

In ancient times, f§ fi and fifi bao were different. The former is a shellfish
mollusk, also known as Shi Jue Ming f77/:HH, and its shell can be used as medicine.
fifl bao in Old Chinese, refers to the way of pickling or drying fish. Since the Old
Chinese period, the pronunciations of f§ fi and fi§ bao have gradually mixed.
fi fu cabalone’ is called fi¥ bao, while fif bao as a way of curing fish is rarely
mentioned. The reason is that #8 fu belonged to the Old Chinese Jue & 1 rhyme
group, and fi¥ bao belonged to the Old Chinese You 4 1 rhyme group. The main
vowel and initials of the two are the same, and the codas are similar. Later, due to
the historical phonetic changes, f fi was divided into two pronunciations: The
Wu JZ rhyme and the Jue & rhyme. In Middle Chinese, the Jue & rhyme
diverged and gradually became similar to the Xiao £ rhyme. il bao is still used to
refer to the abalone, but the name ff§ fir is rarely used. In addition, the different
pronunciation of i fi recorded in the Tongjian Yinzhu 3@#E 51+ also reflects the
mixed phenomenon of the Duo ## rhyme and Jue & rhyme in the Yuan Dynasty.
The abalone used in modern daily life and scientific research is actually the Old

Chinese £ fir.

Keywords: 8 fu, fifi bao, different readings, cause
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