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Learning Literary Chinese through Creating
Podcasts

Yea-Fen Chen”
Aolan M1
Indiana University Bloomington

Abstract

For most Chinese language learners, learning classical (literary) Chinese is a daunting
task. Unless required by the curriculum, Chinese learners typically do not study classical
Chinese because they find it very challenging and perceive a lack of usefulness and
connection to modern Chinese. However, learning classical Chinese plays a crucial role in
enhancing understanding of formal/written Chinese, helping learners progress from the
Advanced to Superior levels as set by ACTFL. Since all Chinese Flagship students are
required to complete at least one course on classical Chinese and most of them lack the
motivation to learn, it is essential for teachers of this course to find ways to enhance students’
learning motivation, improve their language proficiency, and help them perceive the

usefulness of classical Chinese.

This paper reports on a podcast project designed for students and undertaken by the
authors while teaching fifth-year classical Chinese at Indiana University. By using modern
technology to present students' understanding of classical Chinese and philosophical thought,
the authors refer to this approach as "new wine in old bottles." The paper first introduces the
fifth-year classical Chinese course at the Indiana University Flagship Program and the
theoretical basis for choosing podcasts for teaching classical Chinese. It then details the setup

of podcast assignments, students' preparation process, teacher guidance, podcasts created by

" Yea-Fen Chen is the corresponding author.
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students, and grading rubrics. Finally, it discusses the results of this attempt and directions

for future improvement.

Through creating podcasts, students share their knowledge of classical Chinese with
others using modern technology while also enhancing their understanding of written (formal)
and oral Chinese. Practices such as exchanging ideas via discussion boards and peer
feedback/evaluations foster the establishment of a learning community, promote further

interaction, and increase students' motivation to learn.
9

Keywords: teaching classical Chinese, podcast, learning community, learning motivation,
Chinese Flagship Program
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