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Fanqie Improvement Plans and
Design Concepts of the Phonology
Experts in Ming Dynasty
Wang, Song-mu'

( Abstract )

The Fangie phonological system is an old subject. Modern-day phonology experts
look at it from the standpoint of speech sound history and regard it as objective speech
sound symbols. The method of systematic integration or comparison sums up the
ancient pitch classes, as well as examines their historical connections. The purpose of
this article is to construct a phonology improvement plan based on a thorough
examination of the phonology experts in Ming Dynasty particularly the phonetic
notations constructed by Qingjiauzazhu ? I FEEE (1581) ~ Jiautaiyun —"T?ZFFTH (1603) ~
Xiruermuzi [1f75=' 1Y (1626) . However, the emphasis shall not lie in the study of
pitch class and measurement of phonetic value. Instead, the research shall take the
standpoint of design in tracing the history of phonology concepts and analyze the
effects of the constraints and permutation sequences of phonetic notations from the
perspective of phonetic notation designers. By doing so, the research shall be able to
highlight the discrepancies in various Fanqie improvement plans and clearly explain the
design concepts contained in each of them.

The discussions in this article consist of two tiers. First, the emotional design
theory promoted by Donald A. Norman is divided into visceral, behavioral and
reflective levels for the sake of digging up constraints that are capable of effecting
phonetic notations. Particular emphasis shall be given to whether or not the phonology

experts of the Ming and Qing dynasties proceeded to take into account the reflective

: Professor, Department of Chinese, National Kaohsiung Normal University.
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level of constraints besides identifying how their notations could suit actual speech
sounds and how they could easily be distinguished and assembled. Also, this paper shall
determine how the individual acoustic ideas of the experts influence the selection of
phonetic notations. The second of two tiers is the use of Optimality Theory. This
particular model is borrowed for the purpose of adjusting the rank sequence of each
type of constraint. A formal and direct method will be used to present the differences in
the Fan Qie improvement plan of various parties, and also to explain why there were
numerous kinds of Fangie improvement plans during the Ming and Qing dynasties.
Apart from defining clearly the progress in improving Fanqgie symbols, the researcher
also hopes to understand more deeply how the phonology experts in the Ming and Qing

dynasties recognized the phonological structure and generative pronunciations.

Keywords : Fangie *~~"J, Dengyun %VFZE!, history of phonological thought, emotional

design
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